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{ 
.To the Right Honourable 
t Wim Fart of DE- 
VONSHIRE, Baron Hard- 
| wick, Lord Lieutenant of 
2 the Counties of Derby and 
' Nottingham, Lord Ste- 
. J ward of HIS MAJESTY'S 
* ,, Houſhold, Knight of the 


3B: | Moſt Noble Order of the 
Garter,and One of THEIR. 
: M*JESTIESMoft tonour- 


; able Privy Council. 
z 
—_— Fly i plefe YOUR LORDSHIP, 


| __ no other way 
_ publickly to expreſs 
ny gratcfut Senfe of rhic 


A 2 deep 


C0: 


The Epiſtle 
deep Obligations, laid by 
YOUR LORDSHIP upon 
my Family, and in particu- 
lar upon my ſclt, I am 
prompted to do it by this 
Dedication. Whercin yer I 
darc not undertake ( as it 1s 
uſual on. ſuch Occafions) to 
dcl.ncate YOUR LORD- 
SHIP's High Charactcr, 
and. ( though pcrhaps I 
might do it without ſuſpict- 
on of Hlattcry ) fall upon 
the Encomium of Your No- 
ble Virtucs, and Eminent 
A@tions; partly, becauſe 
they arc ſouniyerfally known 
alrcady ro the World, as 


not to necd the Pea of any 
Pane- 


7 
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Dedicatory. 
Panegyriſt, much, Teſs ſach 


an one as mine, who reckon 
my ſelf inſufhcicne. tor fo 
great a Task ; And partly, 
becauſe I believe YOUR 
LORDSHIP would nor like 
the Way that is ſo common 
and ſo much abus'd. Only 
I hope 1tmay nor be thoughe 
bclow YOUR GRAN- 
DEUR to patronizc this lit- 
tle Piece ( at Ilcatt tor the 
Subjet,and the Author's ſake) 
and to bear with what taults 
Your Judicious Eyc ſhall 
hnd in the [ ranſiator, who 
hun:bly begs Pardon fer 
this preſumption, and ac- 
counts it a great Honour 

| 0 


The Epiſtle,&c. 
t.be known and own'd by 
YOUR LORDSHIP, as 
MY LORD, 
YOUR - LORDSHIP's 
Moſt Humbly Devoted 
and 


Moft Obedient Servant, 


Paur Loxxas, 


—— — —— — 


IS 


TRANSLATOR 


T.O IHE 


READER. 


Harb it would be ſuper flue 
ous to offer any thing in 
Commendation of this (mall 


TREATISE, to ſach as 
hrue read it in its Native Language, 
er bern acquainted with the Worth 
its Author, Monſicur de GOM- 
BAUD : Tit forapmuch as there are 
tut f-w among us, to whom cithry the 
Book, or Author « known, I cannot 
. but think it fit, that the r:ſt ſhould 
hav. ſome -> Account both of the 
One and of the Orher ; which when 
4 / 


The Tranſlator 


T heve given, may (1 hope) be ſufheci- 
ext tt b-ſpeak their attentive Pcruſal 
of it. : 
' 1. As to the BOOK; it treats of 
the x 4 important and neceſſary (though 
withal the moſt neglefted ) Subject of 
any othrr, viz, TRUE RELIGION. 
And hire, as on th: on: hand, you 
will find it repreſemted to ws in its 
Primitiv: Beauty, and (if I may {o 
ſay) Genuine Complexicn, that muſt 
needs render it amichl: to fincere 
Souls, and inflame thuim with Des» 
vout Aﬀettions towards it : So on the 
ether hand, vew wil ſee delineated its 
State of Apoſtaciic, in the Drprava- 
tiew of its Worlhip and Manners, 
wherewith it has been imbalrd, adul- 
icrated and diſrnis'd, fo inal degrce, 
that in mary Flares whore if © pr o= 
f fi d, ther! uw litle elſe to te found re+ 
maining, befides the tare Name of it. 
The ſud Conſideration whereof my 
well draw tears from the Eyes, and 
Sighs 


TA 
al 


to the Reader. 
Siehs from th: FH arts of all gned 
x Alden and mak: wy ” the 
Lamentation of 1%: Holy Prophet ; 
How is the Goid become dim | 
How is the moit fine Gold chan- 
! and put th m upon baſt ning out 
of BABYLON, whnch is become 
the habitation of iwvevils, the hold 
of all foul Spirics, and rhe Cage 
of every unclean Bird. Well may 
i ftir f up to call mightily upon 
Ged, and give him no reſt, ill he 
eſtabliſh, and make Feruſalem a 
Praiſe in the whole Earth ; rill he 
build up again the Tabernacle of 
David that is fallen down, and 
bring forth choſe Times of Refreſiy»- 
ment, and of the Reſtirution of all 
things, which he has ſpoken of by 
the Mouth of all his Holy Prophers 
ſince the World began, 

Nor ſhould ſuch earneſt Prayers ke 
unaccompanicd with as earneſt Endex- 
yours !# make way fer that = 

R ® 


The Tranſlator 


Reformation iz» the Church and Re» ? 


new'd State of Religion, by doing 
eur beſt (every one in hus reſpritive 
Station and Calling) for the Removal 
of thoſe Corraptions that ſo notoriouſly 
ebftrut? it. 

 Thiſe apprar to have been the main 
Ends of Monſieur de GOMBAUD'; 
expoſing here the miſchicvens Abuſes 
and Errors long fince crept-im amont 
CHRISTIANS, and now ſo predoner- 


nant (eſpecially) in the CHUCH of 


ROME, whoſe Falſ: Worſhip and 
Bloody Teners, with the and 
Coveroulncis, the Juggling and foul 
Practices of their Clergy, bu DIS- 
COURSE ſeems to be chicfly te 
wll'd a. 

2.” As tothe AUTHOR's Cha- 
rater aud Hiſtory, 7 ball only fey in 
ſhort, what s neceſſary for the REA- 
DER's Satufattion, That he was 4 
Perſon of great Virine and Lrarning, 
bers and bred in the Roman Com 


anion. 


. 


to the Reader. 


bo. Uninion. But by Divine [iumination, 
" afiſting his ſerious Study and impartial 
we Examining of the Chief Points contre» 
ul weried between ws, bis Eyes were open« 
fly 4 to ſer the groſ5Errors of thatChurch, 

which he thereupon quitted, and embra» 
in "cd the REFORMATION; perſever- 
'; ing therein conſtant tothe end, notwith> 
gs Manding the many Temptations he 
'7 met with to draw him back, for above 
y= balf an Age together ; during which 
f time be lid in the Coart of France, 
oe mwnder the Reigns of no leſs than three 
ed ſeveral Kings, viz. IV, Lewis 
/ XII, ard Lewis XIV; and wa 
there (if not by all, at leaſt Ly the Judi- 
cious) highty reſpetted and efterm'd for 
hu great Genius, and other rare Em 
downents of bus Mind : Of which he 
+a in this Treatife (among other his 
<hoice Works) grven For an Inſtance, 
as beſpeak him to be « wery extrarde 


nary Perſon, 
Now 


e Tranſlator, Ge: 


New, jaxce Originals (eſpecialy Ex 


ones) are accounted generally to boſe 
femewbat of Spiris by Tranflacons,, 7 
boye allowance m.y be 


muhne, if it come not 


T7 may 


grewed ts this of 


ts the Grace and 


«at it is, I dont nos but the 
CHRISTIAN READER will meet with | 


THAT is #, will abundanily recom. 


pence him for the t 


heb 
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art with 
be tranſcendent Excel. 
# HOLT RELIGION, 
Monſieur de GOMBAUD #p- 
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CHAP. L 


INCE I have beaun to 
make uſe of my Realon 
and Underſtanding, I 

; have a thouſand times 
xeficted ypon the Beaury of this 
Univeric, the Order of its Parts, 
the murual Services they lend one 
,agother, ad the hamalLone they 

oblcrve. 
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2 A Diſcourſe of the 


obſerve. A thouſand rimes, I fay, 
Have | conſider'd all thele Wonders, 
and che cuſtom of ſecing them has 
not leſien'd my admiration of them. 
I havc taken noticc that all rhus 

at Werld is nothing clſc but 2 
Viftble Ward, that proves a GON 
ſo evidently, that in compariſon 
of it all our Eloquence and Rhe- 
torick is dumb, or at bcft fo ob- 
ſcore and inconſiſtent with it fclf, 
that the more it endeavours on this 
account, the more it ſeems to hide 
what it would demonſtrate. I 
have (cen that all rhings in Nature 
conſtantly perform their reſpective 
Fundhons, and an{fwer the end and 
perfection of their Creation, MAN 
only excepted, who has from the 
beginning taken part with the De 
vils and Encmics of GOD, by 
offending him with ſo much in 
gratitude, who had beſtow'd i 


many Favours upon him, and madc 
lum 


Chriſtian Religion. 3 
him ſuch as it was poſſible for 
him to be, withour being God, 
bur an Image of Him. As the firlt 

jon of his Mind was a Fars 
C of Pride and Vain-glory, © 
the firſt Production of his Body 
was a Cain, a Murthcrer of his Bro» 
ther, and all che Children he has 
brought inco the World have ins 
hcrited his Rathnels, and Rebellion, 
and conſequently his Condemaati- 
on and Punilmcne. 1 have con 
ſidered Men in general, and per- 
ceived, that fome of them were of 
the Nature of Devils, others of 
Beaſts, and many of both togerher; 
that their hands were tuill of 
Blood, Extortions, Violence, and 
Rapine ; In ſhort, that their whole 
Exerciſe was nothing clſc but a 
kind of Monopoly and Robbery. 

IL Then was 1 feizcd with a 
ſecret horror and ericf, which like 
a ſhadow of Death, brought a 
| B 2 Coud 


4 A Diſcourſe of the 
Cloud upon the faireſt days of my 
Life. Nothing could comfort mc, 
neither the con(1dcoration that God 
had made me a Man, nor that | 
was one of tholc that bear tac 
Name of Chriſft;ax;, ſeeing they 
were ar variance togerher, and 
that Ignorance and Malice were as 
common amongſt them, as with 
Barktarians and Infidels, Nothing 
was more contrary to mc, than 
tholc I thought hke my felf, and 
I was reduced to this neceſlity, * 
cicher ro make my fclf odious to 
all by an Everlaſting Contradicti- 
on, or to follow their Examplics ; 
and thereby be in lome fort, an 
Accomplice with them in their de+ 
ceit and unfaichfulncls. In the 
mean time I oblcrve that the ſame 
accidents equally furpriz'd both 
Old and Young, and pe? not 
| —_ my iclf, rhat Rational 
ings could feel any truc Con- 
rear, 


Chriflian Religion. +5 
rent, in {o great an Uncertainty 
what muſt happen to them. My 
Reaſon it (elf, and all rhe Refle- 
Qions it enabled me ro make, did 
bur ſerve to zncreate my forrow, 
till 1 carefully and feriouſly cont 
dered the Divine Oracles of the moſt 
ancient Writings, which aſſured me, 
that God had reſerved ſome to 
himſelf who bore « Markt in their 


(\Fortheads ; which the Angels re- 
) þ ar, and whom the Deſtroyer 
Ven 


not approach in the Day of 
geance; That this World 
was nothing ellc but a Place of 
Tryal to diſcern the Good from 
the Bad, and a Way by which we 
are to paſs through Darkneſs to 
Liekt, and from Miſery ro Felicity: 
Words I ſhould have heard with 
more ſcar than aſſurance, ſeeing 
there were {o few that couid or 
would mind them ; if they them» 
lelves had nor taught me, that 
B 3 Shef* 


& A Diſcoinſe of the 
Shrpheards and Fiſhermen do much 
berter underſtand chem, than the 
Diſpaters of this World, and Phileſo» ; 
phers; and that for the truc com- 
chending of them, there is not 
lo much nced of Logick, as of Faith 
and Ficty, That they teach a Sci- 
ence thar does not puff Men up, 
but makes them humble, and yer 
gives the moſt Humble and Lowly 
courage enough to profeſs it © 
ly before the Proudeſt and Greareſt 
Men in the World, and every day 
to venture their own Lives in the 
atrempet of ſaving of others from 
Death. 

IL All theſe Divine Revelati- 
ons, being accompanied with a 
Spirit of Comfort have calmed my 
Soul, and 1 have found my elf, as 
it were, renew'd and transformed 
on a ſudden, in fuch a manner,that 
though my former grief has not 
quite Icft mc, at lealt irs nature is 

changed 


tflian ReHNpIO 
changed, and has now no other 
cauſe but my Sins and Infirmities. 


And if ſtill 1 entertain any fears, 


they are ſuch as ſerve only to at- 
lure mc the more, and make mc 


"peels with greater cagernets /owards 


the Mark, which Foe and Faith 
have fcrt before me. In this 1 re« 
joyce, not as for ſome tranſitory 
Oblectation, which nothing can 
ſatisfic, and which art its full finds 
a want of many things; bur as 
for an all-fufhcient and 
nent Good, which iacreatcth by 
Communication, and which I may 
be very liberal of withour the leait 
diminiſhing of it. This 15 that 
makes me now freely offer what 1 
have received, and to joyn my de» 
fires with thoſe of fuch Faihfutl 
Souls as Providence has fown and 
mix'd with others, to the end that 
the Voice of Truth may be heard 
every where, and lcave them with- 
B 4 our 


A Diſcourſe of the 
our cxcule, who having heard 
ſhall nor believe, or who being 
Traitors to rhemſclves for ſome 
Worldly Conſiderations ſhall fear 
ro know it, leſt thereby they ſhould 
be obliged ro follow it. The Days are 
coming when thoſe very Mcn will 

1aps accuſe us for our not having 
faid enough ro them, and for our 
Cowardiſc in not reproving of them, 
and will endeavour to c their 
wilful Ignorance and neſs of 
Heart upon our weakneſs or neg- * 
lect. fol ye, we no ſooner open 
our —_—_— that _— _ 
lay they pity us, or Wi 1 at 
and deſpite A and the ow fa- 
vourable uſage we receive from 
them, is to be looked upon as filly 
and extravagant Fellows. Others 
grow angry with us, and are ready 
to tear us 1n picces, revile us and 
take us for Fraicks and Evil- 


derrs, though our Crime be of 
fuch 
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Chriſtian Religion. 9g 
ſuch a nature as that we deſire no 
bertcr than to have our Judges 
fully informed of it, and own it 
before all the World. 

IV. But ro whom thall we ſpeak ? 
Iilelaters will never underſtand us. 
All the Prophets have denounced 
a Curſc againſt chem, which takes 
away their Underſtanding, and 
makes them like that they orſhip. 
Neither will we be underſtood by 
weak Minds, and deſtiture of Judg- 
ment ; for ſuch cannot apprehend 
any thing, being more apt to be 
troubled, than inſtruted ; and if 
they be Wicked, rhey are offended 
to hear Words, rt Condemn 
them. And thelc nn by ſo much 
the more dangerous, as they arc 
more Witty and Learned ; They 
do nothing but uſe tricks, and 
wreſt both Words and Senſe. The 
cleareſt Propoſitions when rey 
picaſe become our and doubrfu 
B g they 


10 A Difcouſe of the 

they can prove and deny every 
thing alike, and by a juſt Judgment 
for their not being willing to un- 
derſtand the Truth they are grown 
ſuch miſcrable wretches, as not 
to be able to underſtand them- 
ielves ; P are {© given up to the 
ſludy of things ſuperfluous, that 
they have loit the Carc of thote 
that are neceſlary ; an Humane 
Science which they have made the 
Judge of that which is Divine, 
hath reader'd them worſe, than it 
they were altogether ignorant. Be- 
ſides, as Men will not be cafily 
perilwaded of that which they 
don't like, fo mcthinks 1 hear 
the Wiſe Mcn and Courticrs of 
this Age cry, Pray tell «s things 
leafing to us, and be net wiſer than 
the Church, They will be no bet- 
ter than their Fathers, nor follow 
other Cuſtoms, than thoſe of their 
Town and Country; the Eſtates 
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Chriſtian Religion. 11% 
they there pollcls, or rather, which 
policls rhem, not permitting them 
lo much as to think of applying 
themiclves to a Profcilion, thas 
might 1a the lealt be prejudicial to 
them; and they will have God 
and Religion to buckle to their In+ 
tcreſts, let it colt what it will. 
Flow 1s it peſſn: le (ay __ 9 
live after the way and med: of the 
Wald, & to have drff-remt Opinions 
frem theirs that are in poſſiſſhon of 
Chairs and Pulpits, and of the De- 
Hrine in vogu:, to oppeſe the Belief of 
People, Magiſtrates, and Princes, and 
to expeſ: ones (if to the Crnſurc (and 
Contradidtion of al > Thus to (peak 
of Reformation, is.to be a trouble» 
lome Fellow, a Fanatick, and what 
not: Yca Licentioutnels 15 grown 
to that degree, that it cannot a» 
bide good and wholclom Remedics. 
Piety 1s almolt wholly turn'd to 
Superſtition ; and look whuch way 
you 


12 A Diſcourſe of the 
you will, you'll find that Corrup- 
tion is {o great, that rhere is need 
not only of a Fleed to waſh the 
Earth, but of an Univerſal Confls- 

ation to conſume it. | 
V. To what purpoſe then is 
fo much ralk » And what Illuſtra- 
tion or new face ſhall we give to 
fo many old Inſtruftions, which 
are always new, becauſe always ne 
—_y + If a Swwnmary of ſome few 
Articles, a ſhort Catechiſon, a Con+ 
feſſron of Fairbrſhould not be thought 
tufhcient ro make the beſt Chri- 
ftians in the World, yer is there a- 
ny thing of Man's Duty omirred in 
either 7eſlament » Nevertheleſs, 
fince he that purs his Word into our 
Ffearts, will have it alfo in our 
Mouths, to the end, that being con- 
weried we may alſo labour for the Con- 
werſion of eur Brethren, let us not 
hold our peace when there is ſo 
great need of our ſpeaking, or at 
lcaſt, 


” 
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; leaſt, let us (if poſlibie) write ſuch 


things as Mcn may not ſcorn to 
read. But take we great heed of 
imitating thoſe Ambitious Writers 
who ſeek for Reputation from the 
Number or Bulk of their Volumes, 
wherewith they over-load Men's 
minds, not conſidering that this 
multiplicity of Words intimates no- 
thing more than the difficulry they 
have ro apprehend rightly, or in- 
capacity to exprels fully what they 
would fay. Let us ſpeak therefore 
in ſpite of all oppoſition and gain- 
fayi Ee "_ ſave 
rar, them, a it 
= eut of the Fire,” Jude 23- and 
ſee whether God will not open the 
heart of ſome Naaman among Men, 
2 Kings, 5.15. and of ſome Lydia 
among Women, A: 16.14- 


x CHAP. 
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firſt Pen-men of _ Writ, 
taught us the Laws of Living bas 
and rhe Way to Salvation, did not 
trouble themleives to find our 
Arguments, or give a ny cxprets 
Demonſtration in proofot a Deity ; 
as not imagining we could be Ra- 
tional Creatures, and doubt of fo 
evident a Truth. Indeed we muſt 
confels that every thing does in 
its own Language fo loudly pro- 
claim the ſame, that this vaſt U- 
niverlc ſeem to be nothing clſc 
but a great Body, which God is 
r= to make uſe of ro render 
umſclf vilible, who of his own 
Nature 1s Inviſible. Beſides, the 
Natural Notions we have of cer- 
tain Principles that make us dif- 
; cern 


CHAP. I] 
VI Have confider'd that thoſe 
Holy Men, who were me 
| 
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| cern berween Good and Evil ; the 
Terrors of Conſcicnce, thole Dit- 
courſes of Reaſon, that carry us fo 
far above our = /_ that di- 
ligent ſearch after a ſupreme Good, 
= the deſire of Perfection and 


Immortality, render him mnch 
more ſenſible ro our Mind, than 
he is to our Eyes. Therctore, 
whether we enter into our ſelves, 
or look abroad, we mcet with him 
every where, and the ſenſe of him 
is fo Univerſal, that it muſt needs 

from Nature, and they 
who have it not, proclaim them- 
(elves Monſters and Unnatural. 
For a Man to deny a God and his 
Providence (ſay the Wiſe and Ju- 
dicious) is to be Deaf ro his own 
Voice, and as it were, a Stranger 
to himſelf. 

VII. Nevertheleſs, fome Men 
there are in the World who enjo 
the ſweetneſs of Light and Life; 

and 
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all chat do nor ac- 


and yet for 
knowledge [ 


only to avoidf{he Name of Atheiſts. 
Men that accommoclate themſelves 
to all manner of Religions, be- 
cauſe rhey have none, and can Cci- 
ther drop or carcls them, accor- 
ding as they may be ſerviceable 
or prejudicial ro their Worldly 
Intercits and Plealures. They 
will allow no Laws bur whar ther 
Lufts preſcribe, and rhe Juſteſt al- 
ways icemthe moſt Cruel ro them; 
the Name of a Deity cither offends 
them, or moves t not ar all, 
They,as far as in them lies, would 
deſtroy him, who gave them their 
Being, and footh themſclves into 
an unbehct of Thar, which if 
they believed they would be ob- 
liged both to reverence and fear. 
Their Libertine humour never 
gives leave to inform —— 
an 


| » Author of them, : 
or if they do 1% in appearance, 'ris } 


| 
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ac- and certainly they never read at 


Fall, or if they do, ir is without 


Mcdiration ; and if chey Meditate, 
being naturally Wicked, they turn 
every thing to their own nature ; 
and yer forlooth they mult paſs for 
Wirs and Men of Parts, and think 
themſelves, Head and Shoulders, 
above others, when from ſome 
infamous Sophiſter they have 
pick'd up two or three fallc Argu- 
meats their deteſtable Opini- 
on, Which they infolently extol 
before the __ or in the 
Company Profane Wretches 
like themſelves. Bur theſe fer a- 
ſide, are fain to be filent; or 
if peak, it is only to ſhew 
themiclves meer /znerants, in that 
they are always asking Queſtions 
without anſwcring any. And it 
gricves me to fay, that many 
Princes and Great Men arc {o far 


* from deteſting theſe Monſters, 


that 
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that they often find them better 
Company than other Men, and 
admit them into their Familiarity 
and Confidence ; not conſidering, 
that by this mcans they become 
their Accomplices, and make them» 
ſelves guilty of High-Trealon a- 
gainſt the Divine Majeſty. With- 
our theſe, forlooth, Converlations 
and Entertainments arc dull and 
inſipid ; Here it is they are highly 
countenanced and reſpected ; here 
they are pamper'd with Dain- 
ties; and where they arc molt 
bound to be thankful, there it is 
they belch forth the blackeſt 
Blaiphemies. Their Sayings are re- 
ceived here with the greateſt ap» 
plauſc, and appear fo much rhe 
more wuty, by how much the 
more bold they arc, and attack 
God himiclif2 Men truly the molt 
ingratctul and the leaſt reatonable 
ot any othcr in the World, who 

are 
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are ready to thank theml(clves for 
ad 2} all the gout things they receive, 
" | ſeeing they acknowledge no other 
Cauſe thereof bur their own In- 
g duſtry or good Fortune. The 
very Sons of the Devil ( whole 
Name imply's a Slanderer ) that 
would fain Signalize themielves 
by attempting the fame thing with 
their Fathcr, who did ever make 
it his cndcavour to oppole the 
Truth. 
» VIII Bur fince they will ac- 
* knowledge no Wit paramount to 
$ their own ; perhaps 'tis by their 
Care and _ that the _ 
is counterpois d by its own Weight, 
| and ſurrounded —_ fo valt an 
Ocean without being drown'd in it. 
Belike, 'tis by their Induſtry and 
Providence, that fo folid an El 
ment 15 pierced in fo many places 
| by tuch a vait number ot Canals, 
ipringing with Wartcrs, that __ 
* rhe 
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the thirſt of all Living Creatures, 
and conſlicute Rivers (o abounding 
with Fiſh, fo Fertile and Condu- 3 
cire to Cornmerce through the 
whoic World. "Tis by thetr Or- 
der, no doubt, that the Szz riſes 
at the ſer time to enlighten them, 
when they arc fartished with Sleep; 
and that the Seaſons rerurn ro fall 
chcir Senſes with all variety of 
Pleaſures. Now, if in this t 
can't but own their W $, 
whar folly is it in them nor ro 
nr that there are Intcllects more 
powerful and ſublime than rheirs, 
employ'd in theſe wonderful | 
Operations; and that we muſt 
ar laſt come up ro and ſtop, 
at ſome one that is Superiour rd 
all others, which bciog finite have 
a Beginning, and conſequently de- 
pend upon That wich has none, 
and is Infinite? For othcrwile, pro- 
ceeding from 1!;c imalle{t ro the 
greatcit 


\ 
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/ greateſt, Men would endleſly pals 


” trom once Caulſc to another, and 


3 never find the Firit and Lall, 


»o. 


— 


which alone dcicrves the Name of 
DEITY. O ſhame of Men, that 
now a-days we mult be at the 
pains to prove a GOD ! What 
rcater altront can be put upon our 
Kind than to ſhew them r':at which 
is continually preſent tv all rheir 
Senles ? Is not rhis to go abour to 
tcach rhe Art of Seeing, to them 
whole Eyes ars open, aad that of 
Reaſon ro ſuch as profeſs then 
{elves ro be Men? Or thail we 
need to add to theſe Confiderati- 
ons their continual Repetitions, 
who have undertaken {o Fob, but 
withal ſo reaſonable a Dctence? 
Indeed, if God were not, how 
could the World cxilt >» Or muſt 
it be its own Workman and Work- 
manſhip, or have had a being be- 
fore it was? How could both 
thele 
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thele ſtand, and yer be bur one 
and the fame World» Or, if it 
were Erernal, and Independent 
upon any Superiour Cauſe, that 
admirable Occonomy, which can- 
not proceed bur from an infinite 
Intellect, and thoſe ſtupendous 
Virtues which it ſeverally Commu- 
micates to all its Parts, would in- 
{ome fort, prove (what many have 
fancicd) it ro be a God. For what 
the lealt appearance is there, that 
its Beaury, Order, and Duration 
inould be the effe&t of blind and 
heedleſs Chance, or that we owe 
ro her Conduct, Prudence, and 
Power, fo ficady and well regu- 
lared a Succeſſion of Times and 
Morions, and that inch is her Wil- 
domand Might, as tomake Cauſcs 
lo remote one from another, to 
co-operate one and the felt-lame 
end » Afﬀcer all rheir pains, this 
would be {lill a God, though un 


dcr 
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der another Name, and thele 
Monſtrous Blaiphcmers would (till 
find in cvery place what their guilty 
Souls defirc ro meet no where. For, 
what is Fortune or Chance? but an 
empty Name,a Vain Itol that fub- 
ſiſts only in our imagination, and to 
which wc through Error attribure 
all Events, and the Effects of all 
Cauſes unknown to us, to whom 
it appears greater or leſſer ac- 
cording as we have more or lcfs 
knowledge; and if we could ba- 
niſh Ignorance out of the World, 
Fortune would be fain ro pack 
with her. This therefore is the 
Deity of the Ignorant, to whom 
the Wile pay no Vows, nor make 
Offcrings; and I am aſtoniih'd 
how they can think they have aay 
reaſon, that ſpeak for it, ſince (ac- 
cording to their Scheme) they mult 
believe that it is co Chance they 
owe their Being, and conlequently 

Can 
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can neither move, a, nor ſpcak, 
but by Chance, Others there arc 
who would ſeem to belicve a God, 
bur are fo ({olicitous and concern'd 
for his repoſe, as to take from 
him the Care, if not of the whole 
Werld, at leaſt of all Sublunary Be- 
ings ; fancying this would be too 
much tronble for him, as if he ſtood 
in need of their Impious folly to 
calc him. Is not this to deay him, 
whilſt they pretend ro acknow- 
ledge him, and raſhly confine the 
Actions of a Power that in its Na- 
rure is infinite 2 Is nor this to frame 
to ones {clf a God, that does nor 
{o much as perform the part of a 
Man, and to attribute to him an 
Underſtanding depriv'd of Council, 
a Will withour Ette, and a Bounty 
without Communicativenc(s; and 
to ſay all in one Word, a Being 
without bcing, and leſs than that 
of the Elements, {which is acxt ro 
Non-Entity. IX. 
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IX. For, not to inſiſt any more 
upon that Univerſal Relation, and 
$ Concatenation of Cauſcs and Acti- 
ons, which plainly demonſtrate 
that things Supcriour ſtand in need 
of the help of thoſe rhar are Inte» 
riour, and that jt neceſſarily de» 
pends upon the fame Wiſdom an 
Power both to make them and pre- 
ſerye them ; Let rhele Gigantick 
Wits ſtand forth and tell me, Who 
is it that chaſtiſes Kinzs and Peopl: 
in his wrath, that removes Scepters 
from one Hand into another, that 
changes, as it were in an inſtaat, 
the Face of States and Fmpires, 
and that (ro ſhew it is HE thar 
docs it) fails not of denouncing 
it a long time betore by the Mouth 
of his Meſſengers, Prophets and 
Miagitters? Who was it that did 
once puniſh the Sins of Men with 
lo dreadful a Deluge own'd by all 
Nations; and by whoſe Advice 
C \'S5 
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Was it that one ſingle Family wa® 
then fav'd? Who 15 it that pro, 
miſled the like Flood ſhould nev 
happen any more, and has ſo well 
kept his Promiſe » Whar Intelle& 
did foreſee three or four thoul; 
Years before the Event,the Coming 
of the MESSIAS, of whom alſo Pre 
phers did {peak in fuch a manner 
as one would rhink they had nc 
leſs ſeen him than the Apoſtles: 
From whom but God himſelf, c 
lome | ſent by him, could 
e Predict . 
ang the Poſtcriry of Abraham, 
Throne of David, and the 
that was to be preſcrved for him 
in his Family; diſperſed and 
reed Jews, and the Converted 
Nations 2 If they tell me 
are Mathemaricians, Aſtrologe 
and Magicians, that can predic 
furure Events, I will ſtill ask them,) 
what Hand did write them in Hea-? 
yca 
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ven in fuch fair Characters as Men 
3 might read them » And who has 
put the ſigns of theſe things in the 
Stars, or rather the Virtues and 
Cautcs which the {ame Men cannot 
com ? They that arc noc 
couched with thele Conſiderations 
mult needs be ſtrangely polle(s'd 
with a bliad Pallion that diverts 
their Realon to lomcwhar clic, and 


les makes rhem _- from Cuſtom to 
ll Hardnels, and from /gnorance to 
uld} Security, And yet we fee rthelc 


Men very Wiſe and Prudent in 
Worldly Concerns; Their Igno- 
rance and Stupidity ſcem only to 
be about Divine Matters. And } 
am much miſtaken if molt of chem 
do not carry their Acculers and 
Judge in their own Boſom, who 
looner or later will force themrocry 
out, as well as many others, I” 
have wearied our felv:s in the wa;s «| 
Iniquity, and art conſumed in our on.1 
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CHAP. IL 


X. Hus, all that we ce, 
{peaks to us of God,and 

convinces us of his Exiſtence. But 
whar he is, no Objedts nor any 
Diſcourle of ours can ever rc- 
ent. Yet what we know of 
um 1s ſuſhcicnt ro make us believe 
and adore thoſe his Perfections we 
know not. Whether therefore rhe 
Progreſs of Cauſcs and Effects be 
not infinite, and all things arrive 
or tend viſibly to their End ; 
Whether from the Old Book, in 
compariſon of which all others arc 
New, we lcarn the Origine of Peo- 
plc and Nations ; Whether the Vir- 
rucs of Heaven grow weak, and 
both the Age and Strength of Man 
decreale in compariſon of what 
Sacred and Profanc Hiſtories tell 
us was heretofore; it docs cvi- 
dcatly 
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8 dently a that God has crea- 
gy ted the World, and for the Top- 
Srone of ſo many Maſter-picces, he 
has made Man aftcr his own Image, 
that is to fay, wholly ta 
to his Will ; not by a Conformity 
of Eſſence, but of Imitation, and 
perfect with that degree of Per- 
tetion, which the moſt Noble 
Creature was capable of, and ſuffi- 
cient for his Felicity. He held a 
moſt Honourable Rank between A» 
namals and Angels ; He was, as it 
were, the Tye and Band of the U- 
niverſe, and the Center and End 
of all Created Beings, over which 
he would have born an Ercrnal 
Sway and Command, had he bur 
once obey'd his Creator. 

XI. But being not contented 
with the Favours and Munificence 
beſtow'd on him, he raſhly aſpircs 
to a Dignity above the Supreme, 
and deſirous ro mount higher than 

C 3 the 
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the very Top, and to feck EA is 
were) fometbing beyond Ext 
he fell down to he on Pir, and 
wanted bur little of returning to 
thar Nothing our of which he was 
made. What a preſumption and 
raſhneſs for Man to ſtrive to be c- 
yual to God | Whar incredulity ro 
2c:uſe him of a Lic or of Envy ' 
What ingratirude and rebellion ro 
fubſtiruce the Devil in his Place! 
Whar lack of Charity, or what cx- 
cels of Negle& rowards his Chil- 
dren to if [l them before they were 
Born, and pur them into Slavery 
before they knew what Liberry was 
He little imagin'd he ſhould be 
thoughr the worſt Farther in the 
World, and that che Curſe he had 
drawn upon himſelf ſhould reach 
from one cnd of the Earth to the 
other, and from the _—_F ro 
the determination of all Ages, and 
be the molt certain Inheritance he 
ſhould 
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© ſhould leave to lis Poſkerity. Nei- 
& did he forcſce that inſtcad of that 


Correſpondence or Socicty he had 
with the Angels, and his Commu» 
nion with God himſclf, his Unhap- 
py Succeſlors ſhould only converſe 
with Devils, under whoſe Tyran- 
ny they would groan continually ; 
and that to live among Men would 
be ro walk among Lions and Ti- 


gers, or among Vi and Dra-- 
: Nor that inſtead of an E- 


of the {weer Flowers 

garher there, 

uently ice nothing 

lic bur Gallows and , Graves 
C 4 and 
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and Dead-Men's Bones. He did” 
not toreice that beſides rhe (wear 
of Labour, rhe miſcry of Want, 
the pain of Diſcaſcs, and the ter- 
rors of Death, there would be 
Judgments that ſhould overthrow 
Towns and Cities, and Jay waſte 
wholc Provinccs; That fomerimes 
Mortaliry would be fo great, and 
the Dead themiclves fo dreadful, 
that there ſhould be none ro be 
found cithcr tro Mourn for, or Bury 
them; and that at other times Na- 
ture would be fo deprav'd, as that 
Men would devour once another, 
and Children being all corn to birs 
and picces ſhould return into their 
own Mothers Wombs. In ſhorr, 
he did not forcice, that moſt of his 
Progeny would be fo abominabl 
Wicked as to periccute the mol 
Innocent and Rightcous of ther 
Brethren rather than imitate them ; 
That they would not content them» 

lelves . 
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lives only ro ſtone ſome, and 


ww 

mw nurther others ; but would be fo 
tex. Þ*oduſtrious as to find our Torments 
| be {yhbereby to obligethemrorcnounce 
row $£{b< Truth, and worthip Wood and 
aſte $Stone, or elle undergo all the Cru- 
nes I<! and Barbarous Uſage that the 
ind I Malice of Hell can invear. No, 


ww Ihe did nor forclce all this; and 
be $*he Devil who made him believe 
| he ſhould have his Eyes open'd, 
ry , IG | 
'- Faim'd at nothing elſe than quire 
ac I ſburting of chem, that fo he mighr 
precipitare him into an Abyts; 
s | whence it was not ro be thought 
ir | there ſhould ever be any Power of 
Man or Angel capable to retrieve 
* I. him. 

- XII. How has this Fall diſſigur'd 
| him, and what proportion or re- 
{ſemblance is rhere of what he now 
is to what he was before! He is 
aſhamed of himſelf, and has no 
ſght bur of his Nakednels, nor 
, C $ know» 
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knowledge bur of his Error. From | 
the Image of God which he was, 
he is transformed, as it were in an 
inſtanc, into that of the Devil; and 
there remains nothing in him of his 


—_- inc Innocence, but the grief of 
javing loſt it. Who ſhall comfort 


him for this Loſs, and what can 
he expect from his Reaſon that on- 
ly ſcrved to betray and undo him? 
How is it poſſible char he who 
could not keep up while he ſtood, 
ſhould ger up again when fallen 7 
What can he hope for cither from 
the Angels, or God himſelf; having 
broken that Law whereby he was 
oblig'd tro Obedience, or to Puniſh- 
mcnt/Puniſhment that is of the ſame 
age with the Offence, troubles and | 
wthicts him alrcady withour inter 
malſion,and he has nomore Life left 
lim, but to feel the continval ſtrokes 
and atracks of Death. And which is 
worlec, ſtill the offence 1s heightrned 


pro- 


TSASCEBES 


= 
*» 


a AERIE ET 7 


Chriſtian Religion. 35 


4 proportionably to the Dignity of 
che Perſon offended. So that as 


he has _— him that is 
Infinite, ſo he dye, or ſuffer 
infinitely. O what confuſion of 
! What remorſe and what 

fears diſturb his Mind, c{pecially 
conſidering that he had no Ic is been 
informed of his Duty, than 
threarned with his Diſgrace ; and 
the more ro quicken in him the 
care of his own Preſcrvation, it 
ſcems rhe Sentence of Dearh ſhould 
in ſome fort, as one would think, 
have his Crime? To 
whar deſpair is he reduc'd, - and 
what can he think in this Milcra- 
ble Stare z Save only this,that God 
never makes a thing, which he at- 
terwards repents to have made ; 
that he docs not build up to poll 
down, and that the Glory of tuch 
a Workman will not fuffer his 
Work to periſh. That it was not 
likely 
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kkcly that the moſt Excellcart of all 
Creatures ſhould be appointed to 
Ercrnal Wocs, and that being fc- 
duced, and the fault not wholly 
tis own, he ſhould | be obliged ro 
make the ſame Satisfaftion with 
the Devils, which continucs till, 
and ſhall never end. 

XIIT. Howbcirt, hediſcover'd no 
Expedicnt for his Deliverance, and 
zould not imagine there were any 
means capable of procuring him 
GOD's Mercy, withour doing Vi- 
olence to his Jaflice. This is what 
neither he, nor we his Poſtcrity, 
could ever have conceiv'd: And 
thereupon ſome lull'd rhemſclves 
aſlcep and became Arhciſts ; others 
framed Gods to themſclves after 
their own way, and fell ro Idola- 
ery. This unhappy Inclination 
{ yet ſo natural and to ſtrong that 
us grown almoſt to an unverſal 
tury) did fo pervert their Senſcs 

and 
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and Underſtanding, that they 
would have the Objets of their 
Worſhips to be as themſelves, Cor- 
porcal and Viſible, and not being 
able ro imagine any thing beyond 
themiclves, they attributed Hu- 
manc Paſſions to them, and ap- 
poinred Services for them, accor- 
ding to the Vanity of their own 
thoughts. They not onal 
ded t Ives bencath the _— 
of Man, when they paid Adora- 
tion to their own , but made 
themſelves __— y Beaſts, by 
ns | Nay, 
adored the moſt Vile and Abj rp 
all Crearures, that were (o far from 
having anyRay or Mark of theDivi- 
nity that many timesthey were ſuch 
as had not ſo much as any ſign of 
Life in them ; Yea for fear leſt a- 
ny thing Horritd and Exccrablc 
ſhould be wanting in their Idolatry, 
they worſhipped the very Infernal 


Powers 


with Ceremonies, Abſtinences, Purif- 
cations, Faſts, and = 5; all 
which had no other . ro 
add new afflictions ro rheir Lives. 
For what Sacrifices, what Beaſts, 
what Heeatembs, could ever make 
atonement for the Tranſgreſſions of 
one ſingle Man + Or rather, what 
Man, concerv'd as he is in Sin, 
could ever fatisfic, I don't fay for 

others, 
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others, but even for his own felf/ 
elſe could he offer in of- 


itud-, 
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was never able ro find our the 
means of Sandti'ying fo much as 
one ſingle Man ; nor all Philoſo- 
phy ro make one Believer, or dif- 
cover a Cood not ro be fnatch'd 
away by Death; What remains 
but that we ſhould believe what 
the beſt inſpired Men could beſt 
cell us, vis, That we muſt have 
recourſe to the firlt Beginning ; 
That the mcans was to be Univer- 
ſal, and that none but God could 
reveal it / 
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CHAP. IV. 


XIV, p IS a thing molt certain, 
That as Man was not 

made by Chance ; fo neither was 
he created in vain ; Thar his End 
can never be cithcr to ſuffer Ercr- 
nal Torments, or to return to thar 
Nothing out of which he was taken, 
and 
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and that the ſame Power that gave 
him Being, muſt fave him. Should 
not he, who by the ſingle Sparks 
of that Divine Image in 
him, is ablc to meaſure the Hea- 
vens withour leaving the Earth, 
think we be Immortal » Whar 
would elſe become of fo many Re- 
velations and Promiſes, or who is 
it that hath taken fo much care to 
deccive us * What would Juſtice 
and Picry be more than vain em 

ty Names, to cheat the Wor 

withal } And to what purpole fo 
much Regard and Caution, if af 
ter this Life there be nothing to 
be hoped for? Mo doube, our 
Natural Remiſneſs and Senfuality 
would not be wanting in adviſing 
us to follow the beaten Road, to 
enjoy the things Preſent, without 
troubling our head with the Future, 
and ro hve like Beaſts, fince we 
muſt die like them + But away 


with 
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with all theſe profane and raſh 
Thoughts. The firſt Act of rhe 
Creator anſwers for all rhe rcſt; 
and he that has made us of no- 
thing,is as able to retrieve us from 
1. Should he be contented 
to ſuffer his own Image to be de- 
facd and defam'd } Should rhe 
Devil be Conqueror in this Con- 
reſt, and raiſe his Trophics over 
the Works of the Almighty ? No 
certainly ; the firſt Stare of Inno- 
CEnce —_—_— the _—- Man : 
How oever lie might be then, 
he was to be ſtill —__4 and his 
latter end more Bleſſed than = 
naing. Bur it was {ire 
ray rs be expoſed ro Sem 
deſires, and left to the Counſel of 
hu own hand,as well for his Tryal, 
as to the end he might know him- 
ſelf, rhat this knowiedge might be 
as a Step to him to raile him up to 
that of his Creator. Perhaps he 
would 
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$ would have thought he was capa- 
ble of maintaining himſelf withour 
the Help of any other Power ; 
not reflecting that there 1s but one 
pure Holy and true Being,on whom 
all others do depend, and without 
whom either we muſt not be ar all, 
or be Erernally Miterable. 

XV. To the end therefore that 


ly ro make them the more — 


whoſc Inftructions arc but mm order 
TT 
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toconſound them, and which ſcems 
not to promile them good things, 
bur ro make them deipair of ever 
attaining them Ir is a Letrer that 
kills, an intolerabic Yoke, a Mi- 
niltry of Death, which is fo far 
from juſtifying Men, that it ranks 
them all under one and the fame 
Condemnation, Or to ſpeak more 
favourably of it ; It s a Glaſs 
wherein they may ice what they 
were, what they arc, and what 
they ſhall be; Ir is a Flower, 
whoſe Fruit is the greatelt Favour 
that can evcr happen to them; Ir 
is a Candle that hightens them du- 
ring the Night, nll the Sun riſc 
upon them. 

XVI. Now,as the incomprehen- 
ſible Unity, which comprchends 
all mulciplicity, 1s the ſupreme Per- 
tection of God, 'o in hke manner 
Union with God is the ſupreme 
Perfection of Man. But we are 

not 
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not able ro raiſe up our ſelves ro 


'S, Þ him, unleſs he firſt draws us, or 


rathcr vouchſafes ro come down to 
us. This is the Myſtery of our 
_ which even they 
themſelves who had received the 
Promiſes of it, confirmed by fo 
many Signs and Miracles, did fce 
lo far off and through fo many 
ſhadows and fo much darkn-!s, that 
= were betrer able ro believe 
hope for it, than comprchend 

it. Sccing the vaſt diſtance there 
is berween Heaven and Earth, they 
could not think of any means to 
fill up their great Abyts, and were 
not informed there were any Steps 
by which they might aſcend ro 
Hrs, {fave only by Jacob's Lad- 
der, Yet Reaſon does for all that 
give its aſſent to things that hap- 
beyond Reaſon it ſelf; and 
xelps us apprehend that at laſt, 
which. at firlt it could rot {0 much 
a5 


46 
as in the leaſt make us imagine. 
Since therefore it teaches us a 
Mean t equally to partake of 
both nk. + doth unite 
them, howſoever diſagrecing they 
may be; that a Mediator ought to 
be capable of the Sentiments and 
Aﬀections of borh Parrics he intends 
to reconcile, and fer a juſt Eſti- 
mate upon the Right or Wrong of 
cither of them : Who doubrs bur 
that he that for thus end 1s ſent to 
us from Heaven is fully poſicls'd 
of all che Qualities requiſite for 
him as ſuch ; that he partakes of 
the Humane and Divine Nature ; 
in a Word, that hc is Man and 
God both rogerher z Morcover, 
who doubrs bur that he is a Man 
conceiv'd othcrwile than other Men, 
leſt his Natural Corruption and 
Sin ſhould make him incapable of 
au intimate eſſential Union with 
the Divine Juſtice and Purity ? For 
it 


—_ — — Ha 


——T— —C 


Chriſtian Religion. 47 
if he were not Man, we could 
have no ſhare in him, ncithcr 
could his farisfation be impured 
to us. If he were not God, he 
could not communicate his Immor- 
tal Virrues, Glory and Felicity ro 
us. If he were Man only, he 
could nor overcome Dearth, nor 
raile himſelf from the Grave, bur 
ſink under the Burthen, and be 
{oon reduc'd to nothing: And if 
he were God only, he could nor 
have Dicd, nor reccived from him- 
{elf that Payment to which we arc 
bound b Law. Therefore he 
muſt ſufter, and yet be alrogether 
incapable of Dying ; he dic, 
and yet withal be Immortal too ; 
He muſt deſcend into Hell, and 
come up thence again ; He muſt 
be above all the Infernal Powers, 
and ſhew that to him truly belong 
all che ways that lead to,as well as 
the llucs from, Death. He that 


will 
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and ro the end there might be 
{ome proportion berween the Of- 
fence and the Puniſhment, rhere 
muſt be a Perion of an infinite 
Worth and Excellency, to make a 
temporal and finite torment of in- 
finite Merit. For certagnly it is 
mare with God that his Son dics 
for the Sins of the World, rhen to 
ſee all Mankind periſh rogerher. 
Now, tho' there be no Law that 
allows the Innocent ro fuflcr for 
the Guilty ; ncicher is there any 
that forbids ir, provided he offer 
lumſcif willingly, and be not ab- 
ſolurely deltroy'd by the Puniſh- 
ment, bur have power as to lay 
down his Life fo to take it up again. 

XVIL O the Wonders of the 
Ercrnal Power and Wildom, who 
in the Beginaing was plcaled to 
take out of Man a Woman that 
cautcd 


will deliver others from the Curſe, 


muſt undergo and overcome it ; 
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cauſed us all ro Die, that after- 
wards out of the Woman he niighr 
take a Man that will make us all 
alive again | Thus Humane, and 
Divine Nature in the fulneſs of 
| crime are by aſtupendious Myſte- 
| ry united together, and without 
\ | any the leaſt alteration in the pro- 
| cs of cather, the Son of God 
| joyn'd himſelf in. Unity of 
| | Perion with the Son of Man. I 
, | fay the Son, and not the Father; 
for we cannot have him for an In- 
tercelior, who is to be interceded 
with. He that does fend cannor 
be (ent;and —_ —_— does 
nothing by hamſelf, all rhings 
by his Sor, it is reaſonable thar 
he ſhould exert the Second Crea- 
ton, who was the Author of rhe » 
' | Firſt. And who could ſpeak ber- Mo 
| | ter on our bchalf, than he who is F 
| | che Word it {elf > Who could rc- 
| n —_— Ro 7 
than 
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than he that formed it there ar firſt, 
or intitle us betrer to the right of 
Children, than he that poſlciles ir 
in the higheſt degree } Bur it is 
not enough that he ſhould make 
ſatisfation,and that this fatisfacti- 
on ſhould be imputed ro us, bur he 
mult allo confer that Grace upon, 
and apply it to us ; and this is the 
Office of the Spirit, which uy 
proceeds from the Son and the Fa- 
ther, . He it is that enlightens and 
purifics us, that enables us to un- 
deritand, love, and believe theſe 
Myſterics, that impregnates us, as 
he did the Bleſſed Yirgin, and 
makes us conceive our Saviour, 
He is that Band of Love which 
unites us to the Divinity, tharreal 
Unction, wherewith we are all 
anointed, and thereby made Kings, 
Prophets and Prieſts. In ſhort, it 
is he that gives himſclf for a Pledge 
and Security of the Promulcs _ 
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Life ro come, of the Reſurreion, 
and Glory, 

XVIII. This great Mediator 
therefore is come, fuch as he was 
foretold, not like ſome great Con- 
queror, a Cyw or an Alexand:y ; 
but in the form of a Man full of 
ſorrows and acquainted Eng: 
like one Confecrated by (ufftcring 3 


too be a Propitiatory Victim for 


Mankind, whoſe Merit is fufkcicnt 
for all, bur appliable only to them 


» Fchat believe in him. & is come 
* Fnot to ſhed another's Blood, but 
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his own, and combate Rebellion 
with Obedience ; Strength with Wea(- 
ws; Pride with Awmility; This is 
thar which makes him appear grea- 
ter and more Divine ; This is that 
which overcomes and raviſhes us 
into admiration, and obliges us to 
fall down and worſhip him. This 
s the fole Object of Religion, 
which is not only the Art of ſaving 

D 2 Man, 
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Man, bur of making a God of him, 
without any the lealt prejudice to 
the Divine Unity, or the Holy 7ri- 
nity. For what name can be given 
to the Son of Man, who makes 
bur one and the ſame Perſon with 
the Son of God + And of what 
Extract muſt we cſteem them to 
be, whom he has vouchiafed fo 
far ro honour, as to call chem his 
Brethren > Now this RELIGION 
has been eſtabliſhed not by any 
Bribings, Companies, or Combinati- 
ens; not by the Favenr of Princes, 
or the Yotes of People ; not by the 
Subtilty of Philoſophers, or the Per- 
ſwaſion of Orators; In a word, not 
by a Multitude of Men, as the 
Mahomctan, nor a great Number of 
Gods, as the Pagan; but only by 
the plain Propoſal of a ſimple and 
naked 7ruth, Which Truth has, 
notwithſtanding all manner of Op- 
* poſition and Gain-laying, —_ = 
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lelf w oo throughout the 
World ; at its a has 
fcen all Frrors ontunded, all 
Sefts diſſipated and vaniſhing 
all Falſe Oracles ſtruck Dumb, 


and all dels and their Worſbippers 
fall down before ir. oof 


CHAP. V. 


XIX. Frer all that this RE- 
LIGION lays before 
us of the only Way for Man to be 
ſav'd, whar can all the Religions 
in the World beſides reach us 2? 
And what can Mahomet pretend to 
perſwade us, if the Name of a 
Chriſtian be fo odious to him, and 
he fo little agree with Chriſt, who 
does (© Aly agree with all 
the Prophets > Is it not a wonder- 
tul thing, that ſo many Men 
thould be inſpired in fo difterenr 

D 3 Places 
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laces, and at fo different times, 
to proclaim the Coming of a Man, 
who was to be rejected of his own, 
and recciv'd of all the Nations of 
the Earth» Certaialy, after what 
the Scriptures tell us, and the 
Commands and Counſels they 
give us, there is no more room 
icft for Curieftty, bur for Submiſſion 
ond Obedience. Let thoſe who 
make their own Gods appoint them 
what Scrvices they pleaſe: it 
muſt nor be ſo with him, who is 
at made by our Opinion, - bur 
we are all made by him : Whole 
Will cannot be manifeſted to us by 
Imaginations or Conjefures, but 
only by his own Word. This is 
the Light he hath given us to be 
our Guide, and wo to them that 
call that Light Darkneſs. So high 
and excellent is the knowledge it 
raiſes us to, that no man can ever 


be ſuppoſed ro have invented it : 
yr Beſides, 
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Beſides it is ſo conformable to Rea- 
ſon, that 'ris impoſſible ro conſider 
it, and not to approve it. In the 
firſt place it diſcovers Man to him- 
ſelf, and makes him ſenſible of his 
own Weakneſs and Miſery ; bur 
immediatcly comforts him again ; 
ſhewing him his Diſtemper,only to 
diſpoſe him to be preſented with a 
Remedy for it. It contains Reve- 
lations and Prediftions, which after 
{o many Ages have been confirmed 
by the Events, and tend to no 0- 
ther end but the Salvation of the 
Creature, and Glory of the CRE A- 
TOR. The Natural Simplicity and 
Plainneſs ; the Scope, Style, Antiqui- 
ty, Energy, Duration, and o many 
other Sgns that ſhine in it, are (0 
clear an Evidence of its being Di- 
vine, that it —y appears, 
that 'ris GOD himlelf that tpeaks, 
and conſequently it behoves Man 
to give attention and be fiilent. 

D 4 Whar 


56s A Diſcourſe of the 
What Hiſtory of the greateſt and 
moſt flouriſhing Empares in the 
World, was ever conf med by their 
c wa Friends, as this is by its Foes? 
What other Hiſtory belides rhis, 
begins with the World, continues 
m Age to Age, ſpeaks of things 
t© come, as if they were preſent, 
and ends with the World it ſelf 
[lus is the Way to Saivation, the 
(rate of Heaven; and whocver cn- 


ers an any other way is a Thief 


_ a Robber. This 1s the Model! 

ft Perfettion, that ſhews us what 
> iood or what Evil we arc capable 
of, and reaches us to cxamine, 
know, and reform our iclves. This 
is the true Paradiſe, wherein rhe 
Tree of Life is to be found, the 
Leaves whereof arc for the Healing 
of the Natiens. In a Word, theſc 
are the ALMIGHTY's Cetters, 
which he writes as well to his Ser- 
wvants,as his Friends, and are neither 
cloſed 
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cloſed nor ſeal'd up ro any of them, 
whom he has appointed irs of 
Eternal Salvation. 

XX. Whoſoever therefore does 
know, that there is a Holy Scrip- 
rure for the Inſtruction and Infor- 
mation of Man in the Service he 
ought to pay to his God, and the 
Reward he may expect for it, and 
he is not careful co look into it, 
whatever ſhew of Religion ſuch a 
one may make, he is a Liar, an 
Flypocrite, and a Deceiver of his 
own ſelf; ſeeing ir is written for 
the Common People, as well as for 
the Learned ; for Women, as well as 
for Men ; for Children,as well as for 
Parents, And it is a bad fign for 
thoſe, who have once read it, per- 
haps our of Curioſity, not to be 
affeQed with the Love of it, and 
continually delire to read it over 
and over again. Is this to deal 
honeſtly and faithfully; or rather, 

D s D 
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1s it not a ſiding with Satan, and 
being as it were at his Wages, and 
raking his pay,to hinder the Salva- 
tion of , by forbidding the 
xcading of it to ſo many People of 
good will, who thirſt after the 
WORD of ETERNAL LIFE: 
Ler Twrks and Hereticks hide their 
falſe DetFrines and Errors, as much 
as they pleaſe, the GOSPEL of 
CHRIST, which is the TRUTH 
it ſelf, muſt be Viſible and Commu- 
nicable ro all; it muſt ſhine as 
bright as the day, and this Spiri- 
tual Light muſt be no more hid 
than the Corporeal. Perhaps ſome 
will ſay We need net ſo much Reading, 
mer ſo much Study; has not the Churc 
preſcribed what ſocver is neceſſary for us, 
and are not we under the Conduit of 
Men that cannot err + But to this 1 
anſwer, that there can be no 
ter Error than that which perſwades 
us We cannot err; and that this 
19 
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is raſhly to aſſume to our ſelves a 
Divine Property incommunicable 
ro any Man, beſides Prophets 
and Apoſtles ; and that fo far, as 
they are commiſſionated to be the 
Bearers of the Word they have re- 
ceiv'd, and the Preachers of whar 
has really been reveal'd to them. 
Bur perhaps, the WORD of GOD 
is not to be underſtood withour rhe 
help of Plato or Ariſtotle?Bur I anſwer, 
that the Wiſe of this World are {o 
much the farther from this Know- 
ledge, becauſe their Wiſdom is Folly 
< womb ap hy TO 
to gain-lay the Holy Spirit wit 
Obllinacy and Vines a rwo 
Contrarics are wont to do. Per- 
haps, 'tis but a part, or half of 
the Rule, and therefore not ſuffi- 
cient perfectly to inſtruct us abour 
our Salvation? Bur ſay I, there is 
no Man fo ſimple, nor {o dull, bur 
this will enable him to conceive 


more 
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more good things than the moſt 
Holy can praQtile, and there is no 
Saint but comes - ſhort of rhe 
Perfection it 
XXI. M $, g" hear theſc 
wilfully ignorant Perlons complain 
of the Difficulty of a Scicnce, a- 
bout which they never made any 
—_— than if the Know- 
ledge vation did not at all 
concern them ; and through a Re- 
ligious, or rather, Superſtztious 
Supe profels that they are not 
worthy to read it. Tis true, you 
arc unworthy o: the Favour thar 
God is willing to ſhew you; bur 
being he is picaſed to do it, pray, 
who would you have to reccave it 
dar ? You f(ulpe&t him, and 
uppole his Word to be dangerous 
- dreadful, and that it is ipoken 
or infpir'd to no other end, bur to 
lay Snares for Men's minds, to dc- 
cc.ve and undo them. You know 


(lay 
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(fy you) your own Weakneſs and 
Inkficiency ; and that you would 
be apt to wreſt or nullake the 
meaning of ir. Say rather, you 
know your own Malice and Wicks 
edneſs, and that you would turn 
that into rank Poilon, which o- 
thers do convert into Sweet Hony. 
You ſay that Sacred WORD 1s 
dark and obſcure, whoſe firſt 
Words made the Light, that Spiri- 
tual Lamp, which was given us to 
thus yery end, that it might cnligh- 
ren us, You hear not that Word 
which the very Rocks have heard, 
and which does not only raiſe the 
Dead, but calls thoſe things that are 
not 4s if they were ; whach Com- 
mands things out of Nothing, and 
the Command is obey'd. Confels 
therefore that you are lets fcnſible 
than Rocks, than the Dead, yea 
than Nothing it (elf. Thus 15 rhe 
proper Etlect, Counſel, and In- 
ſtruction, 
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ſtruction, of your Guides and 
Maſters, who at once made their 
own Precepts to be regarded, and 
the Scripture deſpiſed ; whoſe Pu- 
rity cannot ſerve their Ambition, 
and who not daring to accuſe it of 
Lies, have given it the bad Name, 
that ir is dark and obſcure ; and 
not being: able openly to gain-lay 
it, have pur their own Senſe upon 
it. And though it be full of ftri&t 
Prohibitions of adding any thing 
to, or taking cught from it, yer 
have they not concented themſelves 
to lay heavy Burthens upon Con» 
ſciences, and load them with new 
Ceremonics and Ordinances, which 
make the State of the Golpel 
more intolerable than that of the 
Law: Burt their-infolence and bold- 
nels has carried them to that excels, 
as to cur off ſome Commandments 
from the Law it ſelf ; though one 
would think the ReſpeR due rothe 
Hand 
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Hand of God that wrote it, ſhould 
have exempted ir from ſuch a Sa- 
criledge, and render'd it for ever 
inviolable. Theſe Mcn ſtudy Di- 
_—_—y to oppoſe and 
the Scripture ; {ome of them 
have run over their Courſe of Divi- 
nity and arc admmittred Doctors, 
+ en havi —_ Before 
it, Senſe 
ry edu br underſtand ir 
not but by the falſe Light of Pre- 
jad After all rhis, 'tis very 
hard for them to admit another im- 
preſſion, than what they have re- 
ceived in their Youth ; And then 
(O Vanity, wherewith. cnc Devil 
dcludes !) thus to underſtand 
it, is to be rhoughr Learned. 
XXII. I Know there are Myſte- 
ries and Prophecics in it, which 
were not underſtood even by thole 
who delivered them, and that the 
Knowledge thereof was reſerved 
tor 
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for them that ſhould fee their E- 
vents. Neither is there one Pal- 
ſage threatning Men with Eternal 
Death, who cannot fully explain 
the Revelation. A Min may work 
out his own Salvation with lets 
Difficulty, than ro underſtand 
chroughly all che Viſions of Ez 
kiel and other Prophets. Nay, [I 
ſay furthcr, that the Predictions, 
Threats, and Pronmlcs, the Evi- 
dence whereof necellarily depends 
upon futurity, leave certain Im- 
preſiions and Idea's on our Minds 
of thoſe horrible Torments - 
red for the Wicked, and ol x ant 
glorious Reward and Happineſs 
deſigned for the Righteous. The 
Things we underſtand allure us of 
the 1ruth of thoſe we underſtand 
not ; and when thote Piaces that 
arc clcar and cvident of rhemiclves 
are not ſufhcicnt to render the ©- 
ther untcllugible, the Reader ought 
ty 
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to humble himſelf, ro confeſs his 
Ignorance Indocility, and Hu- 
man Prelumprtion to ſtop here. Bur 
however, every one may here 
clearly ice the Commands he is to 
obey, the Belief he is to hold, the 
Pattern of the Prayers he is to make, 
and Praiſes he is to return ro GOD, 
And this indced is all our Preach- 
ers ought to teach us, withour 
their needing to trouble and 
lex our Minds with Curious 

itions, and loſe both themſelves 
and others in the Vanity of their 
own thoughts. Bur don't we run 
the hazard of making our ſelves 
Lyars, if in the leaſt we ſeem ro 
aſſert this Word to be clear and 
plain, when the Doctors of this 
Age declare the contrary, and the 
People believe them ? Yes, indeed 
it is Dark, our SAVIOUR teſti- 
hes it himſelf; bur « is only fo ro 
the Worldly Wile and —_— 
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He thanks his Father, that he has 
hid theſe things from ſuch, and 
revealed them to Babes. Ir is obs 
{cure tothem that periſh, and whom 
the God of this World has blinded. 
So that we may confidently affirm 
that it cannot be apprehended by 
an Underitanding meerly Human, 
and that it muſt be a Divine Spi- 
rit that can conceive a Divine 
Word. They that have not this 
rit can by no means com 
oy it, - bur the Children 
of God know the Voice of their 
Father ; None bur Sheep. that of 
the Shepheard. True it 1s, and 1 
confeſs, that its exceſſive Bright- 
nels makes it Dark ro many that 
behold ir, and that Noble and true 
Born Eagles only can fix their Eyes 
upon this Sun, the Light whereof 
never fails to ſtrike Owls and Bats 
with Blindncls. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 


XXIIL [FT is not to be doubced 

at all bur that che E- 
nemy of God, the Author of the 
Univerſal Rebellion and Great Ty- 
rant of the World will make him- 
ſelf to be ador'd in his own King- 
dom, and that conſequently moit 
Religions are Worldly and Diabo- 
lical, "Tis no matrer to him b 
Whom, or how they are i , 
whether Ignorance, Opinion, Error, 
or Cuſtom introduces them, 


vided be equally Superſtici- 
ous - 4.4 or Mereuage thoſe 
who at the firſt worſhi Bel or 
Japiter do afterward w theSun, 
the Moon and all the Z/oft of Heaven, 
nay, and that of Z{@ roo. There 
isno Religion {o extravagant or ri- 
diculous,which he doth not favour ; 
neither there is, any beſides the 


Truc 
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True, that is diſpleaſing to him.He 
has firſt heaped Gods upon Gods, 
introduced their Idols even into the 
Holy Place, and then found our a 
way to combate Scri with 
Scripture,and railcd falſe Dodtrines 
from falſe Interpretations. He has 
made uſe of the Light, only ro 
dazle and blind ; and em» 
= Truth, to cover and dif- 
iſe a Lic, the bertrer ro ger off 
is own Impoſtures. He has his 
——_—_—, whoſe Mouths he 
reaches and difpurtes continually. 
He has his Fetarics, by whom 
expoſes rhe Pattern of a good and 
devour Life: Nor doth he want his 
Priefts, Prophets, Holy Men, or Mar- 
tyrs. In the mean time, Men don't 
conſider what Spirit they are led 
by ; And rhey are often harden'd 
and delivered up to Satan ; yea in 
a manner poſlcls'd, or at leſt blind- 
ed by him, who have quite other 
thoughts 
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ditions, to the diverting (by theſe 
affected Difhculties ) both them» 
ſelves and others from the know- 
ledge of Truth. Whenlſocver it 
leaſes rhem they take Figurative 
Repeetions in the Literal Senſe, 
wrelt thoſe thatarc dart or doubrfal, 
and are very dexterous in putting 
upon equivocal terms, a conltrutt- 
on fit for their Turn, They dazke 
one another's Eyes with fpecious 
ts, and their weak Judg- 
ment (ſuffers rwo Contradictorics 
ro appear equally probable. In- 
deed one ary oP wr thar their 
Learning ſerves ay to make them 
more Ignorant, their Study to 
them in the Art of 
doubting of every thing; thereby 
making Learning worle than [ene 
rance, they arc all Sceptict; by Pro» 
feluon, and Chriftians only by 

Name. | 
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XXIV. Indeed,” if there were 
any certainty in Human Learning, 
my who preſume to be {o accom» 
'd in the Art of Realoning 
id ail agree. Bur if their O» 
pinions be {o various and different, 
when yet there is bur one TRUTH, 
what docs their Science amount to ? 
Their Learning conaliſts in a kind 
of Divinity, that is meerly artificis 
al, intricate, thorny, and all full 
of Quidditics, Inſtances, Relati- 
ons = m—__— whach _ 
the , nor the A 
ever thought neceliary to Salvation, 
or rather were never acquainted 
with them; and it were much ber- 
ter for us to be fo roo (after their 
Examplcs) than to know them. 
They arc learned in Puman Inven» 
—\ Chimzra's, ndiculous Fan» 
cies, in every t thar 1s 
ro ——_ 4 yo. _ 
Reaſon by its own Subtilry. All 
Places 
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Places —_ with vain Bablers, 
everlaſt puters, who employ 
their ſtudy in the __ of 
gain-laying; that let a Man fay 
what he will, they may always be 
ready to i&t hum, and arc 
more allarm'd with a falle Sylogiſm, 
than they arc concerned for the 
Peace of the Church, or the FHappi- 
meſs of Mankind. They never come 
to any Conferences with intent of 


yietcung any thing for the love of 
ruth, bur only ro try whether 
they can gain their Adverſaries by 
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preſently ruin his Credit among 
toe of his own Panty, _ 
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leaſt at of ſinceriry would bc 
accounted a crime unpardonabic. 
Wherefore they refort to thole 
Mectings, well provided with ail 
manner of School-Stratagems, Argu- 
ments, and Inſt ances, grounded upon 
certain Axioms, or Maxims of x 20% 
own, or othcrs contriy ance, ain 
conſtrain all ro (ubmir to chem, as 
to Principles of Sovereign Truth, 
that ncithcr admit of doubts, nor 
ncced any evidencing, and on Wiiic 1 
depends the infallibic Conlequence 
of what they themiclves believe, 
or would fain pertwade others. 
Yea, though their Frauds be dilco- 
ver'd, yet they have ſtill fome co- 
lour at hand to make them look 
plauſible, and fo by a pious Chear 
keep the People in their impious 
Devotions. Thcy arc dc xtcrous 
at taking their oh antage. They 
have the Art of cluding the moit 
tormal Allegations : They Wire» 

[of Craw 
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draw the knot of the marrcr, the 
ſtate of the Queſtion. They have 
their Sophiſtical DiſtinQions, their 
ſcr Gloſles, their Sleights and Eva- 
ſions ar their Fingers end ; and in 
Diſpurcs, as well as in Combares, 
their folc intent 1s ro come off Vi- 
tors. Curſed Wrertches | who 
prefer their own Honour and In- 
tereſt ro that of Religion ir ſelf, 
and who bcing more folicitous a- 
bour what they muſt object or an- 
(wer, than what they ſhould bes 
lieve, arc very little concern d for 
thcir want of Faith, provided they 
do not {cem to want Reeſen, How 
can we expcct, that theſe Men 
ſhould faithfully explain to us 
Things dark and abſtruſe, whoſe 
whole buſincls it 15 to darken thoſe 
that are the moſt cicar, and fo 
much change tax Ordinances of 
God, that rhere needs no poiat cf 
Wit to perceive it; Common = 
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amd Eyc-light being ſufficient to 
make one a competent judge of it ? 
No other fruits can be look'd for 
either from their Animoſity or 
Hard-heartedneſs, which render 
them {ociable only to fuch as are 
willing wo be inſtructed in their 
way, or- abandon themſelves to 
their Guidance For as for them- 
leives, they arc no more capable 
of learning any thing ; becauſe 
they prelume they have lkearn'd all; 
and {0 p_ to themlelves no- 
thing elle the te: of 0+ 
thers, no wonder if they had ra- 
ther pals for Maſters of Error, than 
Diſciples of Trath, 

XX V. Bur 1 hear them already 
demanding of me, Whether in a 
mateer of this importance, I may 
without too much preſumption, 
prexend my Opinion or Judgment 
to be infallible, or at leaſt cr 
informed, than thar of the Doctors 

E 2 Ueme 
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themſelves > To which I anſwer, 
That I will have no other, bur thar 
which the moſt clcar and intclligi 
ble Words of the Scripture do S 
viouſly afford to the moſt ſimple 
among the People, and which God 
is plcaiſed to reveal to the humble, 
and hide from the proud. 1 will 
have no ethcr, than that whuch 
reaches me, 1 Cir. 4. 6. That none 
onght ta preſume to know beyond what 
i Written ; That it 1s abſolutely 
forbidden cither to add to, or rake 
from it; and that they in vain 
make profeſiion of honouring God, 
who honour him only with the 
Dodtrincs of Men, and make void 
his Law by their Tradition. I will 
have no other,than that which com- 
mands me to avoid profanc Que- 
ſtions, vainDiſpurtations,and tedious 
Contradictions of a Science, falſly 
© call'd, which onc cannot follow, 
without erring from the Faith, and 
| abar- 
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abandoning one's (elf ro Impiety. 
| further anſwer, That fuch Que- 
ſtions ought not in juſtice ro be 
ask'd of thoſe who make uſe of 
their Senſes and Reaſon only to 
diſcern the Voice of their Lord and 
Father, ro receive his Commands 
and obey him; who do not raſhly 
mix their own Fancies with his 
Ordinances, and who do not ex- 
—_ the Scripture, bur by ir (elf, 

is from the exorbitant Curiolity 
and ſublime Viſions of thelc 1n- 
lightened, Amngelical and Seraphict 
Doctors, that fo many cxtrava* 
gant Opinions ariſe, and not from 
the innocent Reading of thoſe poor 
and ſimple Creatures, that in the 
Word of Ercrnal Life ſeek for no- 
thing elſe, but a Light ro guide 
them in theWay to Converſion and 
Salvation. None ever were the 
Authors of Hereſic, but fuch as 
preſume rhemſclves able to defend 
E 3 it, 
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it, and who with the ſame Spirit of 
Pride and Raſhne(s, wherewith they 
have ſtarted it, ave relolved to 
maintain x. Jhelc arc Errors, 
which none but the Learned arc ca- 
pable of, and Follies that none bur 
Wiſe Men can commic. The va- 
nity of knowing what others know 
nor, of being ctloemed the Author 
of ſome Noveiry, of giving a Name 
r0a Sect,and being the Ring-!-ader 
of it; the Dread of Poverty I rirſt 
aſter Riches and Hogours, tic De- 
fire of plcaling Great Mcn, of de- 
'erving thew Favours, { attering 
their Paſſions, promoting tncir In 
creſts, and thereby acvancing 
cheir own: Theſe arc the Secret 
Articles and chick Myfterics of 
their Faith, They are vcry willing 
ro quir the Prertcntio: 1s of the Soul 
for the Eaſe of thc Bo: y. They 
are for a Religion that may inturc 


them of Forrune, and a Conteicence 
that 
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that may yield ro Neceſſity. In 
the mcan time, an Error is no 
ſooner hatchr, bur there arc al- 
ways ſome ready to receive and 
embrace it; and that not out of 
any Devotion, but from a deſign of 
forming a new Party, and raiſing 
Troubles and Diviſions in a pcacc- 
able State. Whole Exrope is all be- 
dappl'd with Sets, - as ir -WCre 
rent to pieces by the Violence of 
ſo many Factions; at- the ſight 
Ww Atheiſts encreale, Mahome- 
tans are confirmed in their Error, 
Jews are (candaliz'd, and all equal- 
ly harden'd. There is no cnd of 

eſtions ; Sometimes about rhe 
Ele, and at other times about the 
Reprobate, But who are tholc ralh 
Perions, that ſcek for a Reaſon, 
where {o great an Apoltle as Sr. 
Pax! finds no other but the good 
Will and Pleaſure of God 2 For 
my part, I confels I cannot won- 
E 4 der 
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der enough at them, who with {6 
much ingratitude - deſpiſe thoſe 
things, which God has been plcaſed 
ro make known to us, that they 
may raſhly dive into thoſe, which 
for a time he would have hid from 
us, Without too indilcreet a pre* 
ſumption, and a Curiolity not on- 
ly needlets, but pernicious, I ſhall 
1+ cr diſturb the publick Peace,nor 
raiic new Doubts, cithcr abour the 
two Nateres, the two Wills, or Sub+ 
flance of JESUS CHRIST, and 
without a too great Love of my 
(-if, 1 ſhall never pretend to be 
tic COMFORTER with Montanu:, 
nor the SAVIOUR of Men, with 
Menxander. 1 will live as a Believer 
with Believers, and ncither fcanda- 
lize my Brethren by any private 
Opinion,taken up of my own head, 
nor by a general undervaluing of 
the Opinion of orhers. 


XXVI. 
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XXVI. So long as the' Weak- 
nels of Men ſhall introduce into 
the Church no other Scruples, fave 
abour the difference of Meat, and 
have no other Ornaments but Pi- 
Ctures, and not provoke God's Jea- 
louſic by Graven Images. So long 
as there ſhall be only ſome ſuper- 
__ Ceremonies, which in the 
Judgment of many will paſs fome- 
times for indiffercac, nn at other 
times be thoughrnecelſlary ; though 
indeed an Error, that icems bur 
imall ar firſt, is commonly a ſtep 
to a greater. So long as its Purity 
ſhall be,if not alrogether ſuch as it 
might be wiſh'd, yer art leaſt fuch 
as 15 tolcrable; 1 will not deparr 
from its Communion. Bur I mult 
and will withuraw from any Atiem- 


bly, where | ſhall be forced to con- 


form with the outward achons of 
Supcritition and Idolatry, and pay 
a Religious Honour and \Vorilup, 
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not only ro Saints and Angels, who 
are Fellow-Servants with us, but 
ro Wood and Stone ; where the Sa- 
craments are not entire, and where 
the Commandments of God arc 
made void by the Preceprs of Mcn. 
Neither 1T think this is any 
Schiſm, where rhere is {o juſt a 
reaſon of ting, and an im- 
poſlibiliry of doing otherwiſe. For 
hes els ſhould be the meaning or 
ulc of thele Words, thar command 
Believers ts go without the Camp, 
Heb. 13.13- and ro come out of 
Ba'ylon, Rev.18.4. which going out 
is ot meant of the Spirit only, bur 
of rhe Body roo, fccing that both 
arc cqually ro be conſecrated ro the 
Glory of the Creator * And when 
we ſhall ſee the abomination of De Je 
lation ſet in the Holy Place, Dan.9.27 
mult not we fly into the Mountains, 
Mar. 2.4. Or at once Antichriſt be 
leare! um the Temple of God, mult 
he 
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he therefore be obey'd, and what 
he pleaſeth to injoyn, be called, th: 
Commandments of the Church : 
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XXVII. Hen therefore I 

ſaw the uniyer- 
{al Diviſion of ſomany Sets, which 
all of them had their DoQtors, and 
{ome of them their Prophets too, I 
thought, that upon this account 
the neceſſity of Prayer was very 
urgent, that there was great occa- 
ſion for us to humble our ſelves, 
and confuk, not rhe uncertain 
Imaginaticns of Men, bur thote 
infallible Rules which God himſclt 
has laid down. And this I deſired 
with ſo much the more care to do, 
becaule the Word of God tells us, 
that not only many Artzichriſts will 


ariſe in the Church, and one above 
all 
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all the reſt, bur allo that in the 
time of the Apoltles themſelves the 
Plyſt-ry of Iniquity began already to 
pur forward, and conſequently 
mutt be by this time grown to a 
great height, notwithſtanding their 
blindneſs, who have no minds to 
fre i, and think they arc ſafe c- 
nough whilſt they can find ſome 
pretence or other for their wilful 
Ignorance. I therefore ſuſpected 
all Religions, which are nor purcly 
Evangelical and Divine, which arc 
mixt with Human Inventions, med- 
dlc with Qucllions roo high, and 
roo difficult co be rclolved, and 
the Controverly whereof is. roo 
{ubtle, and finc-{pun, I had alto 
an yl Opinion of thoſe, that arc 
brought in by the Sword and Ty- 
ranny, whica arc lo little affur'd 
ol themictves, tart they arc afraid 
of a Communmcation with others, 
and to that cnd keep their Follow- 
ors 
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ers in a Brutiſh Ignorance. In like 
manner I miſtruſted all thoſe, that 
comport with che ſeveral intereſts 
of the World, and pur in for a 
ſharc in its Government, whatever 
pompous Title of the Church they 
may allume ; becauſe they over- 
throw the Order of CHRIST's 
own Appointment, and raſhly 
change that into a 7ime of Glory, 
which is appointed for the Patience 
of the Saints, 

XXVIIL Befides, if we will be- 
lieve univerſal Experience ; Every 
thing that is under the Govern- 
ment of Men is like them, ſubject 
to Altcration, Murtability, and Cor- 
ruption, and ſoon or late follows 
the Way of their Inconſtancy. 
Children do not willingly continue 
in their tathers, or at leait An- 
ccltors bcact ; and Faith 15 not he- 
reditary, as the Titic of a tamily 
or an Eſtate is. For the molt part 

thcy 


$6 A Diſcowſe of the 
they have nothing left of it, but 
an ourward Profeſſion, ro which 
they being no otherwile engaged 
bur by Birth or Cuſtom, they ca- 
fily abandon what their depraved 
Nature neither incline them to 
know, or love; ſo that if they 
have begun with good and found 
Dodqrine, a bad one is their Por- 
tion at laſt. Thus we fee that the 
purizy of the Gotpel, whereſocver 
it hath been received, has been 
ſeldom tran{mitred ro the third 
Generation: and the Apoſtles were 
yet alive,when in the very Church- 
cs they had planted, Error crept in 
mlenſibly into the room of Truth. 
God rhreaten'd them alrcady with 
the removal of their Candleſtick ; 
giving them to underſtand, that 
taith was no more the pecular 
Priviiedge of any one Flace, Fami- 
ly, or People, and that the Church 
being become Univeriai, could nor 


be 
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be ſubjeted ro the Juriſdiction of 
one King only, or the Admiuttra- 
tion ofone ſingle Pricft,” Tis ia vain 
for Men to end to lay the 
Foundation of a permanent vrare, 
or to find a Supreme Good here in 
this Life ; They arc not able to 
bear —_— ong, and the ſureſt 
way to undo them,is to grant them 
their defires. If our firſt Parents, 
chongh in the State of Innocency, 
could not among the Flowers and 
Fruits of a molt pleaſant and de- 
lightful Garden reiiſt the ſuggeſti- 
on of the Evil Spirit,who to tempt 
rhem,rook no other Form, than that 
of a Serpent, nor ofter'd any thing 
but an Apple; how is it lible 
for thoie who are Sinners by Na- 
rurc to withſtand him, eſpecially 
when hc transforms himſelf inro an 
Anrel of Light, and offers them all 
che advantages their Hearts can 
deliire; Ir is indeed in a Paradile 

of 
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of Plcaſures, that the Devil,for the 
moſt part, remprs Men, to precipi- 
tate them into Hell ; and on the 
other hand, it 1s in a Hell of Sor- 
rows and Afﬀidctions, that God 
trys them in order to raiſe them up 
ro the Glory of Paradiſe. Riches 
are ſo hurttul ro thoſe that poſlcſs 
them, that like a hcavy Burthen, 
they hinder them from mounting 
up to Heaven. And fo incompati- 
ble arc they with the Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel, that even he to whom 
they ll Sas, and who could 
uſc them withour the leaſt abuſe, 
did of his own accord become Poor, 
that he might trace us the way of 
Eternal Salvation, and by lus Po- 
vorty we might be made Kich. In- 
deed, all good Mcn do acknows- 
ledge what 15 confirmed by Hiſto- 
rncs, viz.1 hart the Bountiiul Dona» 
tions of Empcrors,and the irce Gitts 
of Lords and Ladics have proved 
thc 
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the molt dangerous Po! | 

could ever have been ha-«'+ wo 
the Church; That from th rin 
Picty began to grow cok, aid 
make room for the Cares of tlus 
World, and that all Chriſtian Vir- 
rucs were foon choak'd by great 
Plenty and Luxury. All tho 

great Bencfactors, who are-ic cx- 
rremely commended to us, plainly 
iſhew'd,thar they were not through= 
ly informed of the Will of our 
SAVIOUR, nor of the- true Cail- 
ing of his Miniſters, when they 
thus inriched them with Temporal 
Etſtates, and made of them fo ma- 
ny Members and Favourers of the 
Kingdom of this World. This 
great Wealth that flow'd in upon 
chem, all on a Sudden, was bur an 
ill omen to the Faithful, who caſi- 
ly judged that for the furure none 
bur the Ambitious, Coverous, 
Wicked, and Profligate could aſpire 


ro 
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to any Ofhce in the Church, and 
that ſhe was going to be reduced 
to that extream Milſcry, as not to 
be governed by any, bur by he: 
worlt Encmics. 

XXIX. From that time, rhe 
Corruption has (by a ſtrange Per- 
million of Hcaven) grown to this 
height, that the ( /7gy are grown 
worlc than the Lairy, They have 
received from Men that Aurhoruty, 
which in their ſtation they ſhould 
reccive from none but God, and if 
they have taken any care about 
Spiritual Things, it was not to 
ſerve, but to command, to advance 
themſelves ro the Higheſt Dignirics, 
and to be made Biſbo>s over other 
Biſbeps, They have imitated him, 
who deſpiſing a Common Joy with 
the other Angels, had the boldnels 
to atrempt the raiſing himſelf to 
the higheſt Pirch of Singularity 
and Superiority, ſaying in his 
Hecarr, 


Chriſtian Religion. 91 
Heart, / will [7 up my Throne al ove 
ths Stars, and be like the Moſt Fligh. 
Inſtead of confining themictives to 
the Obſervation of that true Ser- 
vice, which God had inſtirued and 
preſcribed himſelf, they have de- 
Ipiled irs Symplicxy, would not 
away with any Devotions, bur 
tuch as were Pompous and Daziung, 
or if youl have it in their own 
Words, they have halowed the Ce+ 
FI 001" of Fat 411 (18, by admurring 
them into the Church. They 
could not endure the Purity of the 
GolpcE-Doftrin., without adulre» 
rating and diſguiling it a thouland 
ways ; and to that cnd, have cholen 
DoQtors and Teachers after their 
own fancies : They have fiarred 
{ubcle Queſtions, which they that 
rcach or preach them, often under» 
ſtand no better, than their Audi- 
rors, however full of ſenile they 
may appear, when urrecr'd from an 
cloqueurt 
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Eloquent Mouth, wherewith both 


the one and the other ſcem equally 
farished. We have fcen wretched 
Worms, that were bur a while 
ſince: come our of the Duſt, and 
rea.'y to return to it again, have 
th. in{olence to aſſume the Title of 
God, and darc ro command An- 
gels, as their Uſhers, and diſpoſc 
of Hcavca and Hell, as it they 
were their own Demain. Bur in- 
deed, what likclihood is there for 
them to be the infallible Truſtees 
of God's Will, and the juſt Un- 
pires of the Faith of the World, 
who owe their Promotion only to 
Bought Voices, Bribes, Corrupti- 
ons, Promiſes, Threats, Factious 
Combinations, Contracts, and Con- 
tedcracics > What Patience would 
not be rircd, to fce fuch, as arc 
{way d by no other Spirit, than that 
of iclf-intereſt, who make of the 
Church a Houſe of Merchandiſe, and 

, a 
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a Den of Thieves, ſhould yer be 
ſtcel'd ro that excels of Impiety, 
as to render the Holy Ghoſt not 
an Accomplice, but a Principal in 
their Crimes ? Now if after all the 
Credit they have in Heaven, they 
would ſhew themſelves a little lets 
concerned for their Earthly Pelf, 
perhaps one might doubr, wherher 
their Authority did not (as = 
pretend it does) run parallel wit 
the Divine. Bur as they arc like 
Lions for cruclty and violence, to 
arc they hike Leeches for Coverout- 
nels ; and there is no cnd of their 
new Contrivances for the alluring 
of Men to make vaſt Contributr- 
ons tro the inſatiable Idol they 
Worſhip. For to paſs by fo many 
Excommunications, Interdiftions, E* 
vecations, Appeals, Suits, and Exadti- 
ens, under the pretext of ſupport- 
ing a War againſt the Encnucs of 
Chriſtendow. There is no cad with 
ther 
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their R-wvirfhons of Benefices, Fir 
Fruits, Bulls, Indulgences, Canons, 
Caſs of Conſcience, Pardons, Remneiſe 
ftons, both of Gailt and Puniſhm nt, 
and Supereroratory Satofailtions. All 
which Invenrions make not Sas 
Venial, except it be by making 
them Yexal; they expoie Prayers, 
Sacraments, Hcaven, and God hum- 
felf ro ſale, and proſtitute rhem ro 
the higheſt Bidder, Hornd Inven- 
tions! that rurn Simen Parr into a 
Simon Maru, and make, as far as 
1m them hics, a 7w amt of Chriff, and 
Hirelings and Brokers of his Apoſtles ! 

What a goodly Divinity 15 eius | 

That all, who have wherewith to 

pay, how hcinons focver their Sins 
be, may be in a moment, deliver d 
from the pains ot Hell, or ar lcaſt 
from thoſe of Purgatory ; wiuci 
others '. ait fwelece through for 
ſome gu nds of Years, unicis 
periips, #o. fy, Vouuntary, or per 
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35 
forcec ; Faſtines, tG that exceſs as to 
be their own Murtherers ; Nated- 
u'ſs, Hair-Cloth and Sconrecs do re- 
trieve them thence ! Bur beſides 
this Spiritual Merchandizing and 
Selling of every thing that 15 Sa- 
cred ; by what Divine Inſpiration 
arc they authorriz'd to \blolve Men 
from theis Oaths of Allegiance, 
and diicharge them of their Obe- 
dicnce and Dury to their Lawful 
Kings and Princes, whom they ra- 
ther endeavour to rterrifie with 
their Thunderbolrs, than ro make 
them truly devour? or can that 
horrid and abominable Inquiſition, 
which makes rhem ſtop their Ears 
to the jult Remonſtrances of thoſe 
that long for a Reformation, be 
called an Imitation of the Tenderneſs 
and Borels of our SAVIOUR, and 
not rather of the Crazhy of Herod, 
who cauſed fo many Innocent Babes 
to be be put ro Death, for fcar on- 
ly 
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ly of miſſu- | 
CEnce It bh 
XXX. O GOD! huw long 
wilt thou bear wita the L LUC 
on of the Chilarcna of Pride, to 
whom Rcligion icrves bur for a 
Cloak and a Pretext, and who 
make ulc of thy Name only to cn- 
tice people ro give more willingly 
How long wilt thou fuffcr that 
horrid Scandal, which on thcir ac- 
count tholc Nations do recave, 
with whom thcre ſtill remains at 
leaſt ſome Shadow of Reipect for 
that Law thou didit pronounce thy 
{cif ; and who ſccing we Objects 
of rhy Jealouſie, rhole images ict 
up in Churches, tho' Fellivals 
appointed in honour of chem, and 
that Religious Service paid to 
them, fancy all this is done by the 
command of thy CHRIST, and 
that Chriſtians do indeed Wortltup 
as many Ars and HW amen, as thc 
Hcathcns 


{» of the 


was lnno- 
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Heathens cver did Geds and God 
{&ſ ' How lonZ wilt thou for- 
bear deltroying with the Breath of 
thy Mouth, ail thoſe who with {4 
much inlolencc and hypocriftc thus 
[/NPOIC Upon thc Pcopic by 44 
prhng Deiutions, which both 
T-ws and Atbrf; flock to foe, rha 
they may cilcover the chcat nf 
them. and be confirmed in ther: 
zveriion to that Religion that cn 
deavours to jullific and mainratn 

in ict by Luci lying Miracics ! | 
redrcts of wincn ab nets UEKIC Sno 
othcr way but ro 47 pi our ICIHVCES 
to thy Suprcam Power ; for it 15 
in van for us to arg of work im: 
upon tfucii a$ will not be curd 0 
the good pinion tht” have taken 
up of rhcn uclves, who tiunk they 
arc 10 WC owed by Hcavcn 
that they cexceil all orhers in Com- 
mon Syenic, rnat ee) have no Con- 
cepnions but what arc the Dictates 
; Ot 
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of Reaſon, nor no impreſſions but 
what they havc received trom th 


Mouth of Truth. If the Paguz 


did fo ftrongly oppotc the Golpel, 
and t 4 6 K 1 NOW CL __ Cy: TINC I KL 
4 " Ki WCC IDO gOCTT, 
( OD whcn ' (ro tk 


who had no other Gods bur tuch as 
Mecn had madc, what rciiitancc 
may not WC expcct from tem wi 

altume to themiclves GOD'S own 
Amthority, who tiunk they arc in 
xolicilion ot all Right and rower 
wy Drvinc and Humanc, wio 
maginz: that from henceforth to 
the cnd of the Worid, all Might 
1s given them ia Heaven and on 
Earth, and who undcr the Name 
of rhe Charch, make all manncr of 
Errors to be app.cuded, and put 
off cheir Cheats and Impoltures 
withour cithcr fear or 1ihawuc/ 
Princes, who could at firic havc 
prevented rhoic .ibuics, roicrate!d 
them, through what arrcligtious 
Prus 
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Prudence 1 know not ; whether ir 
was that they wanted Light to dif- 
cern them, or that the Carcs of rhe 
Wor.d, and of thcir Etflatcs obli- 
gcd them to ditſemble their knows 
leige,or v herher they Were in lome 
fort forced to yicld to the Decree 
of Hcaven, an could not but in 
\ 414 Oppolc thcmiclves againlt th 
fulfilling of whar the Prop! mers had 
torctoid. TOP! .CCICS whict 1 hav! ng 
long lince repretenred things to us 

uſt 25 now we tec the Mm, rendcr (© 
many Doctors incxcuſab! who 
chrough fear or hope held ther 
Peace, and with a faithlcts a id Ute 
accountable Silence ftren 12thncd 
that Which they might have weak.- 
ned by a juſt Contradiction and 
Oppol! tion; Nay, they have becn 
oblcrved to be the molt induſtrious 
in thc IDetencc ot that Error, wWiuci 
they could once have buricd undcr 
an Ercrna! Con.icmnation. 


= CHAP. 
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C H AP. VIIL 


XXXL1. Here is no Ty ant that 

makes himfclf to be 
better obcy'd than Caffew, cſpeci- 
ally in Relrgiown: It 15 fo much the 
more abſolute, by how much the 
more it influcnces and engages the 
Conſcience, and out of fcar of do- 
ing amiſs, obliges them to contt- 
nuc that homage they have begun 
to pay to it. Which plainly ſhews 
that notwithſtanding the preſump- 
tion that attends Men, and th 
good Opinion they have of their 
own Wir, they arc for all that for 
the moſt part ſo weak by Nature, 
that one would rake rheir Soul not 
ro be dcrived from Heaven, bur 
purcly Animal, and to have no ©- 
ther Form, than that which Iattru- 
Ction has given it. They are fo 
- much byals'd by their Birth, Edu- 
cation, 
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cation, and Company, that the 
krſt that polict] them carrics 
rem away, A 1 docs not 
give them icave © believe any 
tning but what taxy have been 
once periwaded of. Therefore I 
have. as much as in me lics, fc- 
paratea my fclf from my fclt, that 
15 to fay, from tholc impreitions [ 
had received in my Youth ; 1 have 
conſider d them, as forcien and 
remote, that fo, Trath might be 
the lolc Obie ot my Fat! b, and 
that Coſftew in me m aght excrcilc 
no 7 wamy over my Rraſes. Belides 
I always conſidered that none could 
ſay he rcall\ WAS A \43n, who fufs 
fer'd himlclf ro be carricd away 
with tlic Scream of the W--tl, +09 
was not in lomec mcalure above 
the Counci:s thar were die hem, 
and had fo httle courage as not to 
make uic of Ins own JuCgment, 
bur yickled it a 5.2vc to Commory 


t | Ereot >. 
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Errors. Y ct as molt M-:n approve no- 
thing bur what thcy have been us'd 
to and judge of cvcry thing accords 
ing aS Cuilom M143 renacre It as 
miliar to them; 10 whenever tIcy 
have contracted any ill habit, rixc 
Remedy Is CXTYCAMm:\ difhicuir : bo 
cauſc the Facu'rics are {crz7cd, and 
ir mult be a powerful Endcavour 
that can dei cr tnem from it. They 
grow up anc arc tormcec: vv 11 CEr- 
cam [np FAS, winch bccomc {o 
con-natural to them,that they make 
up the chicf part of their Reaſen ; 
They have been taught no other 
* + they undcritand no other 
Lanrnacc, and unlcis they be born 
fFarrF, of have thc 1 Natur, chang d, 
»*y cannot alter their Brief, 
4 uey GO not PEITELVE Liiat initcad 
0; {tanding UD of the 77m A thcy 
UngGcertake the Dcicence of the firit 
Opinion, the y have recciv'd, with- 
Gut examining Wiiethcr it bc as 
TILUC 


rruc as it is favourable, and whe- 
ther it be not grounded upon meer 
Prcjudices, ftpccrous Pretenccs, 
Likclihoods, Coajectures, and 
Worldly Confiicrations. They 
don't obſerve that all Scas pretend 
the lame Auvantazes, that all Hc- 
relies have their Followers, who 
defend them with a iike Zeal, aad 
have their Doctors, who think 
themiclves no ways interior to 0* 
thers, whether in Point of Judg- 
ment or Learning, They do not 
perceive that they arc imoorhly 
carricd away by the ſtream of Selt- 
Love, which pcr{wadcs them that 
they are very different from others 
of thcar kind ; that they can pene- 
trate things better, and that they 
enjoy the Divine Light, whalſt 0- 
thers have ſcarcely that which is 
Humane. According to their (ay- 
ing, there is nothing fo true, no- 
tlung fo calic to comprehend, as 

t 4 that 


104 A Dyceaſe of the 


that vv hich t] they believe; the Proof 
of it 15 cicar and evident, thc De- 
rv "lt: ATION CoOTTLAIN and infail:blc, 
and he that docs not undcritand 
r, can undcriiand nothing at all : 
{4 ſon is always on their tide, and 
Error and Obſtinacy the portion of 
their Adavcriarics. Vhat Rlind 
Fury, what Madncls, what Pre- 
ſum} ron hindcrs them from per- 
ceiving that thoſe they arc fo 
much aſtoniſh'd ar, look upon 
them with cqual ,aſtoniſkmenr ; 
that they appear ridiculous to them 
rhCc\ aug oh at, and that they for 
whom they make bur a ſhew of 
pity, arc really and in good car- 
nclt moved with pity rowards 
them » Should not they, confi 
dcring thc uncertainty of things, 
an the miſcrable condition of 
Man's Mind, have rccourlc to uni- 
verial Maxims, and ftand firm to 


the Ordinances of the Supream 
Laws« 
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Law-giver, who exprelly ferbids 
to depart therefrom, and turn ci- 
ther to the Right or to the Lett? 

XX.XII. Bur (o far arc they pre- 
poſſels'd with what the World of- 
ters to them, and the Cares of 
this Life have fo blinded their Judge 
ment, that they wiil not enquire 
about any Principle, nor judge 
that neither Space of 1ime, nor 
Privitedge of Places, nor any man- 
ncr of Contiderations whatlocver 
can give any preſcription againſt 
Irab. Belides tis, tlicy arc per- 
twaced of choir Farents Faith ; by 
Doractlick Exam.Jies, BY tae Nume 
bers, an by Antiguity it fclf ; 
WHIcn May UE Atriourod to an 
Error ti.at has infenihly crept-1n, 


and by proccts of time taxcn cn» 
creale, and at Iengt's grown rofuch 
a height and pouscr, that thole E- 
nemics Who have ventur d to op» 
pole it,have been bruis's or cruſh d 


F 4 by 
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by it. It is a h:rd thing, without 
doubt, for a Man to pronounce a 
Sentence of Condemnation againti 
his own Country and Prince ; a- 
gainll his Anccſtors, Parents, and 
Friends, and againlt his own 
Teachcrs; But thc caſc hcre 15 to 
rid and undceceive ones (elf of the 
Errors of all Human Imaginations ; 
to juſlife the 7rwth againſt the 
falſe Teltimonics of fo many Enc- 
mics ; to curc the dilcalcs of a 
Dying Life ; uo leck one Sovereign 
Good and Feiiity, and to atfcnt 
ro his V, Oo d, who la\ S, I Lat þ ge 
= ver loves Fath'r &r Moth:r, or any 
L119 iſ mere Ian bin, 15 Att 4 & 
1, 7 Of him, But for all lus v9 
ace rclolved to follow the Exam- 
ples of 1o many Honcit Men they 
alledge ; not conſidering that the 
Turks can at Icalt fay as much; 
eat the Pagans could fay yet 
more; and they had rather keep 
ro 
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to thole il] choſen Principles, than 
examine the beſt Doctrine that can 
be propoſed to them. Be des, 
they are, as it were, lifted and 
made Slaves, to live and dye under 
the Tyranny of certain Leaders, 
who pretend they cannot err, and 
lay, that they have the Spiric of 
God aſliſting in their Contittorics, 
and directing them in all cheir De- 
cifions; thar thicy are the Commit- 
ſlioners of a Sovereign Court, and 
over and above this, know how to 
reconcile Religion with the Ad- 
vantages and Pleatures of this 
World. This is a thing they eaſt- 
ly (utfer themſ(clves to he perfwa- 
ual of, as being more agreeable 
to their humour, and fublcervicnt 
to their Deſigns. They gladly 
lend an car to Catumny ; take de- 
1ght to ICC them convin wot F5 ror, 
who fpeak for the Zrath, which in- 
Gece they tu.pect, and Gare nor fo 

much 
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much as caſt an Eye rowards it, 
Ic{t being taken with its tranicen- 
dent Beaury, they ſhould be 6- 
blig'd ro follow it, and undergo 
ome juſt ſcveritics aud hardihips, 
which their wilful Humours could 
never yicld to. They arc willingly 
orant of thoſe Maxims, they 
ave no mind ro practice, as find- 
ag lome kind of quict in this /enc- 
ur: and arc jioath ro recave a 
Cm, how juſt focycr it be, that 
ay iorce their Liverty. Hor, thc 
truth 15, that Arinctions make up 
rcar part of the Profeliion of the 
Golvel, 15 enough to deter World» 
ly Iicn from it. They had rather 
Cicd TO TICIWEE Stream nat Cars 
tics them atong, than to row as» 
ainiiht; 11 C\ 1ad rathcr bc arou- 
IN 1M 4 WWeECT ICED full of picalant 
Drcams, than ncar ther troublc- 
[ome Voice, who awake them ons 
ly to aitthct chem. O brutith ſtu- 
picit) 
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idity ! O viſible Obſtinacy ! 
'hat 2 muſt then Yices and Errors, 

that are grown Publick, loſe their 

Name, and acquire that of Virtue 

and In and muſt Cuſtom have 
1 


{ſo much Power over Mcn, as to 
hinder them from being reaſonable 
Crearures ? Bur who doubrs bur 
that thoſe who are by rhe Scrip- 
ture {aid to be Drunk, are fo far 
depriv'd of their Senſes and Judg- 
ment, as to take Falſboed for Truth, 
and not to cave what thcir 
Eyes (ce? Who doubts bur thar 
they arc hke thoſe Peopic, who 
had fo uſcd themiclves ro Peiſon, 
that art laſt it ſerved them inſtcad 

of Food 7+ 
XXX. In the mean time they 
have reduced all Religion ro Hu- 
man Traditions, and Superſtitions ; 
Neither Reaton nor Undcritand- 
10g are once call d in to give their 
Verdict in the calc; and 1 do not 
Know 
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know by what Error, or how it 15 
come to pals, that molt Men, who 
are curious of all other Scienc-s, 
do not fo much as inquire into that 
which is rhe moſt necellary. They, 
with the Barbariizns, have no other 
Knowlede: of GOD, bur tuch as 15 
obſcure, ule, empry, fruitiets, and 
dead ; and had they been born 
among the 7urks, they would have 
becn of rhe fame Belick wich rhem, 
having nothing bur aa Acquired 
Faith, that depcnus only upon T ra- 
dition, which ncver ſaved any Man, 
This Faith they have in common, 
both with the Devils and wicked 
Men, who (as well as thc) ) CON- 
fcls rhat Gol 15 Almighty ; that 
he has created the Worid and fon: 
his Son, the whole Myltcry of 
whole Birth, Lite, and Death the 
believe, anc v ct mult not pretend 
to have any trarc in his Kingdom 
and Ulory, it 1s a thing that dc- 

L.rvcs 
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terves both our Piry, and our Hor- 
ror, to ce the indiicreet zeal of a 
People, who pray they know not 
what; who feed themiclves wirh 
Shews, and ſutſcr rhemielves to be 
led away by tuch Teachers as make 
them thurſt more after their Neigh- 
bour's Blood, than lus Salvation. 
A Peopic unpolcd upon, and de- 
luded with vain Things, who fancy 
God 1s better pleated 1n one Place 
chan in another, and who go to 
leek among Strangers what they 
might as well find 1a the midtil of 
themielves. An ignor2at and un- 
thinking People, that without con- 
tidering what they <o, under the 
Golpel revive Jud:n/, in dirct 
oppoſition to the Word, which 
(uth, That the hour is come when the 
true Worſbippers Jhail m_ the Fa- 
ther in Spirit and in Truth. What 
can Places or Pilgrimages conduce 
to. this: Or all rthole Religious 

ICr- 
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Services, Which are valucd on! 
for their Number, not for thcir 
Quality, and the performance 
whercof is impoſed nexther out of 
Piery, nor Faith, bur as certain 
Tasks they put upon themſelves, 
and certain Numbers which they at- 
tribure fome Virruc ro, and do aft- 
fect, much after the ſame manner 
as Magicians do? Devorions tuli 
of Superſtition, Scruples, and Jca- 
louſics, as of Men that arc afraid 
tro know the Truth, and ro whom 
the Light 15 hurtful, who concerve 
nothing of ti:c rruc Religion bu 
what 15 told rhem by the very Enc- 
MICS OT It, YV ho Cai) CiNLrtan: TL 
ching beucr for it than hatred anc 
calumay; aiways repreſcaring it 
in the moll hidcous thape they car 
imagine. Indced, it 1s an caſfic 
marrecr to perl acc them any thing, 
who have alrcady becn pertwauec| 
'o tlat blind Obcdience, to whicly 
LC 


Chriſtian Religion. 113 
they give their conſent with as 
much Unmanlineſs and Senſcleſs- 
nels, as if they ſhould fay, 7 will 
be ſlupid, I will be ſenſible of nothing. 
For if once they ſay rhey will fol- 
low the Church, they contradict 
themſelves, and own that they 
will follow what they know. Now 
how many things muſt a Man know 
ro be able to diſcern the falſe 
Church from the true > To what 
purpoſe is Blind Obedience inthem 
whom God has cendu'd with Reaſon, 
and after that given them his Or- 
dinances with an expreſs Command 
ro Parents to teach their Children the 
ſame, and to all, to ſearch the Seri 

tures, Which alone plainly ſhew t 

Way to the Kingdom of Heaven ? 
Bur how ſhould thoſe inſtru o- 
thers, who arc fo ill inſtructed 
themſelves, who for a juſl Punith- 
mcut for wurſhippin things inam- 
mate, are ſtruck with ſuch a pro- 
d1gious 
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digious hardneſs, that to ask them 
for Advice or An{wers, would be 

the ſame as to conſult Marbic. 
XXXIV. Ye Blind, don't you 
perccive that you loic your Scnics 
only by applying y« ur ſelves roo 
much to thtags 1w'cnl.bie 2 Dow 
you ſce that Reatou i feif makes 
you infcrior to the Qbyc of your 
Adoration, and that your wicked 
inclinations have mayc vou lcts 
then the Work of your own hands? 
O ye Fools, icave Puppets and Ba- 
bies for Children; they are ridicu- 
ous for an Agc that Cat exert Rog- 
ow, Yc arc no lIcls guiiry than 
the Arhciſts ; for with them you 
annihilate the Deiry, when you 
fix the form thercol tro any Matter 
whatſoever, and when you repre- 
{ent Him, who 1s a Sp.rit by a piece 
of Wool or Stonc, notwithitand- 
ing that he has ſaid, wirh fo much 
jcaloulic, To what will pg liken me 7 
Thus 


Thus you raſhly make him thar 
has made you , and through an 
we i 


unaccountable inlolence and ingra- 
tirude, you {cem to endeavour to 
render him ridiculous, by giving 
him Eyes that cannor (ce, Ears that 
cannot hear, Hands that cannot 
handle, and Feet that cannot walk. 
Perhaps you think your good In- 
tention will be an Excule tor your 
lgnorance ; You go as you are led, 
and whatever you do, you believe 
you do God Service, even when 
you afflit the Faithful, and pur 
them to Death. Ye Hypocriics, 
know that numerous Abuſcs are 
ready to croud in under the pre- 
_ of Good —_— whuch, 
if rhey be not grounded upon the 
Word of God, ebut lo mor ag 
Thus che Children of 7ſract juſtly 
under-went the Puniſhment duc to 
their Raſhnels, who whilſt rchey 
were worlhipping the Golden Calf, 

thought 
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thought they did celebrate a So- 
lemn Feaſt ro the Lord. Thus Nu- 
dab and Abihn (hir'd up God's An- 
ger, and rhe Fire that conlumed 
chem, though they had no other 
Intention bur ro ofer up Perfumes 
and Incenle ro him. Thus Uzz4% 
was immediatcly ſtruck Dead for 
having ſtretched forth his hand to 
the Ark, which fecmed ready to 
fall ; though hc had no other deſign 
than to keep it up. If good In- 
renrions only arc ſufficient ro juſti- 
he Mcn, the Jews, Encmics of 
CHRIST, were not guilry ; St. 
Pasl giving them this Teſtimony, 
Rem.1G.2. That they had the ztal of 
Ged. By this means, that is, up- 
on the account of Good Intentions, 
many unjuſt Sentences might be 
juſtited, many Murthers and Matl- 
{acres ranked among Pious Works ; 
all Religions might bring us to 
Heaven, and almoit all Mcn would 


be f{avecd. CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX 


XXXYV. Hereforc in an Excr- 
cite or Practice, 

wherein Mcn have received (uffict- 
ent Inſtructions and inviolable Or- 
ders, 'tis in vain for them to al- 
ledge or pretend Good Intcations, 
winch can have no place bur in O- 
bedicnce. Therc 1s no nced of 
ſeeking for new Counſels or Advice 
in a mattcr in Which there is nci- 
ther doubts nor danger, and where- 
in the ablcſt Profciiors and Ma- 
ſlers have no other Authority than 
to caule Mcn carefully to obſcrve 
the Divinc Ordinances; And in 
this Senſc it is, that the Church 
cannot crr. So that they who de» 
ccive both themlicelves and others 
with theſe vain Excutcs, arc as fo 
many Hypocritcs that never did 
{criouſly ter their Hearts upon Hea- 
vcnly 
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venly Things, aiming at nothing 
clic Sa to make an advantage of 
the Trade and Commerce of the 
World. 1 have conlidered them 
under all their Circumſtances; and 
whether ir be becaute rhe Scripture 
has forctold it, or Expericnce con- 
lirm'd it, I find that Great Mcn 
have ſeldom any tcnlc of rruc Pic- 
ry in them, that they fuffer chem- 
ſelves to be carried away more by 
Faction than by Realon,and like no 
Countcls berter than fuch as arc 
favourable ro their Worldly Ends. 
They make ule of Religion as a 
Cloak ro thcir boundlels Ambiri- 
on, and many conlpire againit their 
own Princes or the Govcrament, 
and arc hatching Helliſh Deſigns 
under the {pccious Pretence of pro- 
pagating Scloorh) the Catholick 
Fanh, From rhe very infancy 
rhey have thoſe that putt chem 
up with Pride, 2nd cyg them on 
ro 
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ro a falle Generolity. They arc 
rarely cntertaind with any dit- 
courle about the Knowledge of 
God; unlels ic be at a Sermon, 
which they never frequent bur with 
rcluctancy and impaticace ; They 
look upon their Converſation as 
rude, uncouth, and tedious, who 
{peak to chem of Religion and Sal- 
vation. They have no Delire for 
that they know not; or if any one 
of them pretend to have ſome 

glimple © of o that knowledge, they 
are only Surmiſes and Probabili- 
tics, Whcrewith they fill chcic 
hcads, and perlwade themlclves 
that things arc really fo as thcir 
Paſſion makes them to fancy. It 
were raſhneſs to contradict them : 
for being 8 p ſlels'd of Fortune and 
Power, they think they cannot 


want *cnic and Reaſoa ; lhey joyn 
Authority to their Opinion, and 
pronounce Sentenccs trom which 
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there is no Appcal. They can 
hardly abide any Company, bur 
fuch as indulge their Self-Love, 
nor any Diſcourſes that do not 
flatrer their humours and idlc ima- 
ginations. They are alrogether 
vain in their Words and Thoughts; 
they ſuffer themſclves ro be delu- 
ded only with ourward Show and 
Appearances, and to that Degree 
pleaſe themſelves with looks and 
colours, that they would reject 
the beſt rhings in the World, it 
they were convey'd to them by 
weak or mean Inftruments. They 
would never have received the Law 
from the Mouth of Meſs, becautc 
of his impediment un his Sphech, 
Truth mult be preſented ro them 
in a fine Dreſs, and fumpruout]; 
adorncd, that is with the artificc 
of Lics, and unicls a Man be Elo- 
quent, and his dilcourſe Florith'd, 
he muſt never think ro periwade 
thom 
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them any thing, were it a Com» 
million from God himiclf. Who 
if at any time he thinks fit ro ſend 
his pgs to them, and they 

x 


be raken from the mcanelt of the 
People, from among Shepheards 
and Fiſhermen, they will pals che 
ſame Judgment upon them, as the 
Phariſes did on thc Apoitles, 
whom they look'd upon as worle 
than abominable, and the very oft 
ſcouring of Mcn, it they do not 
procecd to ſtone and murther, or 
to iumprilon and bani!h them. 
XXXVI. There 15 in thc Worid 
a lecming Witlom, winch 15 no- 
thing clic bur an habir of making 
Faccs, and a refin'd piccc of Hy- 
pocriſic, by which Mcn deceive 
One another, {o that tar whole 
Life 15 but a continual ?aſquerad: 
or Comedy, where Every une perivs 
natcs another thta hunfelf, ant! 
alles nothing more than to ap» 
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what hc is not. *) tis incura- 
le Phrenzy, to which they give 
the Name of Prudenticlr, docs fo 
much diſturb their Underſtanding, 
and feed them with fo many fan- 
cies and Chimara's, that it renders 
them incapable of apprehending a- 
ny Divine Truth. They pars. Fay 
lie and concern themlelves about 
things that are periſhable, not con- 
ſidering that they heap up Riches 
only for luch as will one day 
ſquander them away, and arc co- 
verous only to make Prodigats 
and Luxurious. Whar Parents arc 
theic, who whether they indulge 
their Childrea at home, or icnd 
them to a Monaltry, ſeem cqual- 
ly ro have relolved rheir Ruin, 
who for fear of wanting wherewith 
to pamper the Vanity of thole they 
keep with them, rob tne other of 
their lawful Inhcritaace, and be» 
fore they know what Luit ©: Cour 
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cinence 15, under prerence of dc- 
voting them to God, inhumancly 
facrihce them to their ambitious 
Avarice / O Degenerate Prudence! 
which makes the Mind become a 
Slave to the Buay ! Winch makes 
Men only dextcrous to ſhun their 
Sovereign Good ! How ingeniou3 
ro deitroy, and cunming to deceive 
themlelves ! It was this, mace our 
Firſt Parcnts forfeit the Bletked 
Seate they enjoy'd in Paradilc, and 
which by making Man fancy a 
thouland Ways of ordering his Life, 
has filled the World with unpious 
Superſtitions, Idolarrics, Secs, He- 
relies, and Religions. This is ir 
thar has peric ccured the Saints, Crus 
cified our SAVIOUR, aad uicy all 
its cadcavours for the Advancc- 
ment and Defence of {everal Anti- 
chriſts, whole Kingdom waz ro be 
of thus Worid. Ic s thus þ Tudcncc, 
fallly to cailed, that continuaily 
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reſiſts and contradicts the Ho'y 
Ghoit, and is fo Caring as to dui- 
penic contrary to the expreſs Word 
of God, cithcr by wreſting the 
Mcaning of it, or icaving out 
l MC Expreſl] ons, where they can- 

t beſo well aitcr & and diſguis'd, 
as not to appcar quitc oppolitc to 
it. In ſhort, it is this Prudcncc, 
that has the Art of making c\ cry 
thing ſuit with its own anterclt, 
which icecing the Divinc Scrvice 
perform'd in an unknown Tonguc 
(whereby Peopic arc kept in 1gno- 
rance) Prayers diverted from the 
Creator ts the Creature, Images 
carricd upon Men's Shouldcrs, and 
celebrated with Hymns, and many 
ſuch like or worle ations, would 
fain make them pals for flight in- 
COnveniencics, or things altogether 
undilfcreat. 
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XXXVIL. Of all the Hypocrites 
in the World, they are the moſt 
dangerous, who cover themlclves 
with the Cloak of Religion, be- 
cauſc none can with more calc im- 
pole upon others than thoſe that 
make profcilion of Hotincls, and 
who have the vogue of never de- 
cciving any. Some of them aj» 
pear of a {weet and mild T<mper, 
and others arc as fevere : bur all 
of chem equally endcavour to put 
a gloſs on their own Virtue. If 
heir ſeeming Sweernefs betrays us, 
their Severity defpilcs us, and the 
high cſtcem they have for them- 
ſees, makes them have bur a very 
mean one for their Neigibours, 
They have goc the art of appearing 
for a while what their Profeſſion 
and CharaQtcr oblige them to be, 
Bur this forced Good Nature and 
afſeted Condeſcenſion laſts no 
longer than their Intereſts and Q-+ 
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pinions are not thwarred. For 
though they ſeem ro be very tame, 
yer they cannot play the Coun- 
terſeits long,for Nature Camm'd up 
will at laſt rakc its couric with 
more violence; If you do provoke 
them never {o littic, they will dif- 
cover thoic Lions and Tigers they 
kept hidden under anHumant igure; 
and, if you will believe them, theur 
Anger 15 the pure effect of Right 
Reaſon, and rhe Crimes arc morc 
juſt chan che belt Actions of ather 
Mcn. If Men think them to be 
Saints, they cafily believe them- 
ſelves fuch, and lay claim to the Ti- 
tle as rhe truc Reward of their falle 
Devotion. Indeed this Shadow of 
Picty, or rather, Flaſhing Zeal has 
often ſurpriz'd me, till 1 confiderd 
that all Nations have their Rralas, 
and that ours cannot cqual the Vo- 
Lintary Aultcrity of the Cynic! s,Py- 
thagereans, Hierephantes, or Gymne- 
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ſephifts. And there is, beſides, this 
difference berween them, that thoſe 
miſerable Heathens worſhipp'd 
Dewens, as they would be wor- 
ſhipp'd; bur rheſe worſhip the 
Truc Gol, in a way directly op» 
polite to his Commands. Moreo- 
ver, who knows upon what grounds 
Mcn relolve for Devotion ; whc- 
ther it be not from ſome Natural 
Inclination, which they have in 
common with the Barbazians and 
Inftidels, or our of Pride and Am- 
bition, as if the State and Publick 
Aﬀairs ſtood in ne<d of their Reli- 
gion and Honeſty > None of them 
will do a Virtuous Action for Vir- 
rucs ſake ; they have all By-cnds, 
and thoic whom the fear of (h- 
ment cannot keep in their Duty, 
are reſtrain'd by the Hope of 
\ wy Mn gms Many of 
ve the patience to dil 
ble cheir Malice, till they have 
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compats d their Deſigns; bur when 
they can mount no higker, and 
want ncither Vores nor Favour to 
give them a further Lift, they dif- 
cover it. To arrive to this pitch 
they employ all manner of artifice. 
They ralk like Saints, write good 
3ooks, and preach fome Trurhs ; 
and have often forc'd me ro expo» 
ſtulate, Who bar pot the Divine 
IVard into 15: Mouth: of thi: Mrs, and 
md, arte is car Davy finda Saul 4- 
mong the Prephits } 1 have with 
carc and attention heard their Ser 
mons, which want neather Com- 
mon Places, profound Thoughts, 
nor Tragical Paſſhons, more fit for 
the Stage than the Falpr, nor any 
of all thc Colours that rhe Art of 
moving and plcaſing can contribute 
ro them: Bur whatever good Let 
lons they may mix with them, 
they till keep firm to rherr rorren 
Foundation ; and * am a5 
rency 
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they have no other aim bur of ob- ' 
taining Benefices, crucking them 

for others, and heaping Digmacs 

upon Dignitics, they preach Chriſt 

our of ſtrife and emulation only, 

and bear witncls to him much hke 

thoſe evil Spirits, who confels'd G 
that he was the Son of God, and *Þ} 
were no ſooner come our of ons 8 {| 
Body bur preſently begg'd leave 

to go into others. And as if it Þ} 
were but a ſmall thing for them to a 
dilguiſe rhemiz:ves to Men, cven to | 
the diſkembling of their very cith- | 
mulation, they make Profeſſion ofa |} 
manifeſt and publick Hypocrific | 
toward God : For (© I cail that 1 
outlde and flow-worlhip, that 
painced Devotion, by which Peo- (| 
ple are amaz'd with the eying of | 
G-furcs, hearing of Scand, 
pronouncing of Iordr, they do 
not at all uaderitand. 
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XXXVIIL Yet we fee with 
what carneſtneſs they briſtle uptor 
the Defence of what they know 
not, and arc willing to be ſtill zg- 
norant of, Thcy arc charmed 
with a ſceming Cood; and true 
Religion appcars to them bur a 
poor cold the, in comparilon of 
the more gay and pompous My» 
ſterics of Superitition. Wrerched 
Superſtition | which makes it (elf 
to be follow'd with Pallion, or ra- 
ther Fury, by ſo many weak Minds 
and filly Women, : &. arc called 
Devour, and arc cxactly of thc 
{ame Nature with thoſe that could 
not be quiet till racy had tlrred 
=; a Sedinon againit thole two 

oly Apoltles Fax! and Barnat a 
They frame to themielves a very 
dithculr God, whom nothing can 
fatishe, and with whom one has 
never done: From whence arilc 
their raſh Vows, Pilgrimages, Pray- 
crs 
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ers delivered in Tale, and ever- 

ſting Repititions. They <| 

more Ray the Church, Pa 

their Houſes, whither they never 

Os yu and vex their 

Families, - _ them- 

ſelves merry amongſt them, bur 

when they ſubmit to their hu- 

mours, and confent to their cove- 

rous Faſts Under a ſhew of 

ery they make way for t 

ſelves intorhe Courts of Kings,and 

the greateſt and richeſt ſes, 

where ſome deſire them, and others 

ſuffer them,many are troubled with 

them, hain of them, defic | 

them, and look upon them as the 

worlt of the World, and the beſt 

judgments commonly afford rhem 

the worſt reftimony. They fee 

well enough that they are igno- 

rant, of licrle judgment, and timo» 

rous, full of Jcaloutics, Doubes, 

and Scruples ; that upon very ſlight F 
eccalions | 
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occaſions they arc {omerimes ra- 
viſhed into admiration,and at other 
times ſciz'd with horror : Thar 
they are calily provoked, the leaſt 
thing troublcs and diſquiers them, 
and arc amaz d at any Event above 
their capacity. Every thing is to 
them a proot of what they Rave fl 
mind to believe, and Legerdemain, 
Juggling Tricks, Shghts, and De- 
luttons are by rhem look d upon 
as true Miracies. You may per» 
{wade them what you will about 
things of remore Countries, and 
make them cltcem Traih for the 
grearcſt Rarities : They often re» 
vere that upon the faith of an Im- 
poitor, which was gathered on 
their own Mountains, or found on 
their Shores, as it it came from 
Mounr Litancs, from tic Banks of 
the River Jordan, or from the molt 
Sacred Places of Paleſtina, Sure 
Mount Calvary muſt be quite le- 
vell d 
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vell'd by this time, or at leaſt is 
nothing but Earth and Duſt ; all 
the Stones even to the leaſt Peb- 
bles, baving been pick'd up long 
ſince for Holy Things and Relicks, 
to adorn the Oratories of an infinire 
Number of Virgins, who would | 
think they gave but a very ill 
proof of their good Education, it 
they did not ſhew themiclves more 
Superſtirious than their Mothers. 
XXXIX. All thele abutcs arc 
well enough known to many, who 
for all that cannot hinder them- 
ſclves cither from condemning, or 
from following them ; and whole 
Works give their Words the Lye. 
For if any Weaknels keep them 
back, they deſire to be fecrer 
Diſciples of JESUS CHRIST,why 
don't they contribute ro the relict 
of the _ Mcmbers of his Church? 
Or, it they cannot yer make any 
great ſhew of their zeal, why (at 
(leaſt 
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leaſt) do they wort rake care that 
their Idolatry may not appear at 
all > Bur prels them a lirric upon 
this Point, and you will make the 
Venom guſhour. They preſently 
fall into a pathon, grow very angry, 
and ule the Authority they have 
of impoſing Silence ; and difcover 
their Hypocrily. Tow ot (ſay they) 
net abwve an bhandred yoars ſtanding ; 
Tow are Schilmatichs ; Muy d:d you 
lewve the Charch > Bur the Fops 
ſhould add, Tir will rot worſhip that 
which is lifted up at the Altar, mor bee 
lieve that a pece of Bread u mr ils your 
God. Tow wil wot Wofirute your [ries 
before the Libemefs of any thing that & 
in Haven abowe, & On the © arth b& 
meath ; and you are ſcandolined as the 
Suh ifton of theſe Prople who ran « 
whoring after Shrines and Images with 
Flonns of Devotion and Prath. Tov 
8 fo prifuontrums, as thit you will 
weeds riccine the Saer ament whele, and 
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in both kinds, according t5 CHRIST'S 
Inſticution, and are not contented with 
that ſhare thereof which theChurch has 
thought ſuffecient for you. Tow will 
anderſtand the Word which GOD di- 
refts to you, the Prayers you put up, 
and the whole Service you are bound 
to render to him. In a word, 
will not ſubmit your ſelves to the Au- 
thority of the Learned, the Examples 
of Magiſtrates and Princes, and will 
allow nothing to Tradition or Caftom. 
Certainl e Men muſt believe 
that Religion conliſts in the Suc- 
celſion of Perions, and not in the 
Doctrine of the Golpel. I can 
think no other of them but rhac 
they do nor know Truch, but by 
meer human realoning, and that 
| rhey haveno manner of Zeal cicher | 
for this or that Party; bur follow 1 
that which they find che molt con- 

venient for them, and have never 

minded the Word, which rejets 
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the Lak:ewarm, and ranks the Frar- 
fal, the Murtherers, and Adnlterers, 
under the fame Condemnation. 
Here I am forced ro confels my 
own weakneſs in accuſing theirs, 
and ro own that ſometimes 1 look 
upon them with pity ; at orher 
times with anger ; and then again 
with indifference. Burt I can hard- 
ly ſce withour horror, the Apeſt ates 
from the Faith ; the moſt wicked 
of all Men, the very expreſs Ima- 
ges of him that 1s the Head of all 
Apoſtacz. Thele are they who be» 
tray their own Brethren, make a 
Trade of their Revolt, fcandalizec 
a whole People, and think more of 
growing rich, than of {ſaving their 
own Souls. Do bur give them rhe 
Bag,and they will tide with you as 
Judas did, (who like them) was 
not ſenſible that his Sale of his 
Maſter, was the purchaſe of hus 
own deſpair. As they never had a 
good 
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| will, fo they negleRted toin- 
orm themſelves, when they made 
an outward Profeſſion of the True 
Religion ; and they are no ſooner 
turn d,but they immediately ſtart up 
great Diſputants, grow troubleſome 
with their Queſtions, and ſubtle in 
maintaining their Change. To 
which purpoſe they make ule of all 
the reaſons in the World, though 
they know in their Conſcience they 


have no other - it bur mw weak- 
nels of their Ju rt, the 
verlencl(s of their —_ nd Ids 
difficulry of reconciling their Pride 
and Avarice with the Reproach and 
Poverty of JESUS CHRIST : Be- 
ſides, the Promiſes of Great Per- 
ſons, and their gracious looks car- 
ry, I do not know what Charms 
with them, from which it is hard 
to defend ones ſelf. On rheſe oc- 
caſions mean and mercenary Minds 
ſurrender themſclves, in a manner, 
without 


138 A Difcourſe of the 
without any reſiſtance, and tlic 
baſtardly Spirits caa lrwold wit an 
longer, when courted by thole 
who uſed FO COommuNg ! C411 - aa 
when ther Maltcrs curn cheirt lat 
rexers. In ſhoct, rac vrewuelt part 
of Men fſeen's to b: bart for as 
very ; Acithcr {5 þGICTT 21Y {0 wuail, 
bur they wi.l jack ro, {ay and 

efcr it too beforc the Liveity of 
Chriſt, ſo their Cauins be but 
of Gold. They arc ai ys ready 
ro pay thar AGomiw to chem 
that make them -rich, or contcr 
Honours upon them; and wich the 
Heathen know no other Geds but 
their Bexefatters. 
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Mong fo many bewitch- 
ed or ſick Minds ; a- 
ſo many wilful Blind and 
vile Slaves of this World, I have 
been ſecking for ſome, in whom 1 
might diſcover ſome Purity of 
Conſcicace, and ſome Tecitimony 
of rheir Eleftion, and — 
hr joyn my ſelf in 
wan. ner Me ck and Bond of Per- 
feftion that makes them 10 be in- 
ſeparable from their Creator and 
- hbours. For what Comfort 
I reap from thole Favourers 
and Fayournes of this World, 51 
whole a Man is oblig' 
by I don't tor whes 


XL. 


Good Manners, ever to hold his 
Tongue abour Religion; and who 
either diſcourle not at all of Diviac 
Mactrters, or it they do, it ws ina 
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mcer human way 2 What ſweetneſs 
could I reap from their Friendſhip 
whoſe heart was not united to 
mine in what ſhould be the chief 
end of our Hopes and Defires 2 I 
wiſhed I could ditcern the Children 
of Heaven, from the Children 
of the Earth; and the mceting 
with a Believer was to me as if | 
had fcen the face of an Angel. Bur 
amidſt fo many Men I have often 
laboured ( bur in vain) to find out 
one Man only,though I was not fo 
clcar ſighred as Elias, 1 Kines, 19. 
= 14, 18. who ht lee one 
ingle on in all 7pral, though 
indeed = were a great —_ 
My lot is fallen in an Age where 
Men are already degenerated from 
that former Simplicity and new 
Reformation, and wherein thoſe 
that bear the Name of Reformed, 
with large ſteps purſue the ſame 
ways with thole who have _ 
the 
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the moſt flouriſhing Churches. I 
{aw among them the ſame Licen- 
tioutnels 1n Words and Actions, 
the fame {uperfluity in their Dreſs 
and Habits, and the ſame Luxury, 
which hcretofore (candaliz'd Julian 
the Emperor, and confirmed him 
in his Apoſlacy. In:quity was ſo ex» 
creaſed that the Charity of many waxed 
cold : Mat. 2.4.12. And by what 
appcar'd outwardly I could not (ce 
any difference between the Falſ: 
Chriſtians and thoſe that were 7rze. 

XLI. Theſe I could no where 
berrer look for, than in the molt 
lawful Aſſemblies ; bur I could nor 
diſcern the Church in the Church 
it ſelf, She docs not ſtand in need 
of thole whote Devotion chictly 
conſiſts of Geſtures and Wry-faccs, 
who never find a Sermon too long, 
nor a Communion roo frequent, 
and to whom Religion would {em 


too cold, if it had not ſomething 


ot 
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of the Zeal of irion. She 
does bur roo much abound with 
ſuch as ſerve only to make up a 
Number, and ſcem to be engaged 
therein more by rheir Birth or 
Chance, than by any deſire or at 
fetion they have of improving 
chemſclves in the knowledge of 
Truth. One would think they 
only come to fee the World in a 
Place from whence the World 
ſhould in ſome fort, be baniſhed, 


where they behave themſelves * | 


with fo little reſpeQ, that ir would 
be a great miſtake ro call them 
Hypocrites, in whom nor the leaſt 
ſign of Zeal or Devorion is to be 
obſerved. They aim at nothing 
elſe but ro make a ſhew in the 
moſt confpicuous Places ; whereas 
they ſhould return thanks to God 
thar he allows them any in the 
Company of the Saints; and ir 
ſhould tuffice them ( withour pre- 
tending 
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tending ro any other advantage ) 
to have only 1o much roonr there 
as they need to put botlr knees to 
the ground. Some make of the 
Day of Reſt a day of trouble, and 
perform the molt juſt DNury in the 
World, as a toilftom and tedious 
Task, Others are fo abominably 
wicked and profligate, as to hear 
Sermons, with no other intent rhan 
to find fault with them, and wreſt 
the meaning, or make a mock of 
the Preacher. Many cannot reliſh 
pals, pure, cafie, and rational 
*hortations; and no Truth can 
move them, unlels it be preſented 
to them in a pleaſing —_—_ a 
thundering Voice, and cloquent 
Tongue ; and unleſs it be adorned 
with all che Flowers of Rhetorick. 
They flight choſe things thar arc 
pw and obvious, and think that 

low them, which the common 
ſort are able to apprehend. You 
cannoc 
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cannot fatisfie them, unleſs you 
undertake ſome high Myſtery, fa- 
thom the great ps, or Wire- 
draw ſome difficult Point or other, 
that only belongs ro God to re- 
ſolve, and the knowledge whereof 
he has reſerved to himſelf, They 
have forgotten, That as he who 
bas choſen the weak things of the World 
ts confound the mighty, 1 Cor. t. 27, 
was humble, fo he will have our 
Knowledge to be modeſt, and: not 
reſumptuous ; that he has pur his - 

Vord into the Mourhs of the ſim- 

pic, who yer cannot exprels it {o 
weakly, but that they that love 
it, will know how to diſcern it 
from the flaſh and glittering our- 
ſide of Lic. They have forgot 
that he doth not willingly cmploy 
the $kill of ſo many Languages, 
bur to harden thoſe, to whom he 
has ſo often offcr'd his Grace, and 
chey as oftcn rejected it, ro main- 
rain 
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Lain Error with anobſtinacy, which 
_w will have paſs for ſtrength, 
and may be call'd the Conſtancy 
and Virtue of Reprobates. True 
Believers, in ordcr 'to their being 
perſwaded, nced not the Miniſtry 
of Eloquence ; which indeed is fecl- 
dom 4ntroduced into the Church, 
but upon the Decay of Faith ; and 
when fo much Art is uſed for mo- 
ving Men, and ſtirring them up to 
Picty, 'tis a viſible mark of the 
hardnels of their Hcarts. Yer the 
Preachers arc oblig'd in compli- 
ance with the itching Ears and 
nice Palatcs of their Hcarers, to be- 
come nice and over-curions them- 
ſelves, and lcave the Simplicity of 
the Apoitics to berake rthemlclves 
ſometimes ro the ſubtleties of Phi- 
lolophers, and at other times to 
ro the lofty Terms of Orators. 
Cenlure 1s no longer of uſe in thele 
cales, no more than for the cor- 
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rupt Manners of the Great Men of 
the World ; and many Evils have 
got ſuch footing in moſt Churches 
already , that very few can be 
found who have cither courage or 
ſtrength ro remove them. The 
Saints in our Days have much ado 
to reſiſt the torrent of the Age, and 
the Devil makes him fclf inicafi- 
bly ro be honoured in the Perions 
of the Mighty. 

XLII, I Found therefore no Re- 
formarion bur in rhe Doctrine, yer 
doubred not bur that there were 
Belicvers, where I ſaw the Word 
of Truth was preach'd. But it was 
ſo much the more difficult for mc ro 
know them, becauic the Wicked have 
all the Aions of the Good, and the 
Geod all the Infirmitics of the Wicked. 
Very few are found who always 
rake care that their Works ſhould 
be fo conformabic ro the Preceprs 
ol the Goſpel, as not to be lome- 
times 
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rimes diverted by other Promiſes 
and ro purſue ocher Hopes. Be- 
ſides, God calls them in cach Sex, 
Ape, and Profcſlion ; He invites 
them to him, that perſecute him; 
and of his greateſt Foes ( when he 
mary, makes his moſt faichful 
riends. Yea, and by a Judg- 
ment, the caules whercof are un- 
{carchable, he in an inſtant con- 
verts them who lead an ill Life, and 
=_ them before thoſe whole 

anners icem to be perfely good 
and holy, and who do even boait 
that they have fulfilled the Law. 
Certainly the molt Rightcous do 
bur fail roo often, cither through 
an extraordinary Fear, or a Sur- 
prize of Satan, or by a Trial from 
God himiclf, who tor a winic a- 
bandons them to the weakne s of 
their own Nature, that thcy may 
not niſceem themiclves, nor un 
pute that to their own Vartue, 
H 2 winch 
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which 1s the mcer Produ&t of the 
Heavenly Grace in them. Bur 
with rthcic thc Gift of God is al- 
ways the ſtrongeſt ; 4o that not- 
withſtanding the Sinful Pleaſures 
whereby they arc over-raken, and 
the Errors that carry them away, 
It happens to them as to the Pro- 
digal Son ; They mult toon or late 
return to their Father. However 
tis not by any compolcd or demure 
Looks, nor any peculiar Garb they 
are to be known : They do not 
affe&t ro appcar otherwilc than 0- 
ther Mcn, nor recommend them- 
ſelves by any extravagant or unu- 
ſual Form : All their Actions have 
nothing common with rthoic of Hy+- 
pocrites; Their Devotion ferves 
not for a Cloak to their Covcrout- 
ncls ; nor their Humility for a 
Mask to their Ambition : They put 
on no c1iguilc + NOT Is thcre any 
alteration rv be een ourwardly 12 
: Lhcar 
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their Countenances, but fuch as 
really proceeds from an inward 
feeling, God affords them of thoſe 
{upcrnarural things which World- 
lings cannot be fcnſible of When 
once the Holy Ghoſt has rouched 
them, there always remains an 
them a certain Character and im- 
preſiion that makes them ſhine in 
the ſight of the Almighty, as the 
Stars in the Night, whuch yer have 
noother Light fn what iS commus= 
nicatcd to them from the un. He 
that made, and is the Scarcher of 
all Hearts docs both know them, 
and make them known to whom 
he plcales. Bur many there are 
that ſcem to be Believers, who arc 
not fo indeed, or at the beſt have 
bur a temporal Faith. Neverthelcts, 
if we may be allowed to pals any 
Judgment upon it, methinks Men's 
Converſation ſhews their Aﬀecti- 
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ons plain enough. And I am con- 
fident that thole vw ho do love God 
with a rruc hcart, arc for the moſt 
part, taken up with the Concem* 
p.ation of his Works, and above 
a:l, with rhe Meditation of lus Sa- 
crtd Word : in the reading of 
winch they continually exercile 
themiclves, not out of mccr curio* 
{:ty, nor to find fault with it ; nct- 
tier out of a vain dcfire of Lcarn- 
ing, nor as Mcrcenarics,to tcach it 
to others, and make a Gain of it, 
but only ro mſtruct chemftcives, 
ſeck for Comfort, ſtrengthen heir 
Faith, and aſſure thcir Hopes. 
They have it always in their 
Mouths, or in their Thoughts, and 
their grearctt trouble is, thar cl 
cannot impart it to thole who 
miſtruſt ir, and keep themſelves as 
induſtriouſly from ir, as they would 
from a Snare, who fear it as much 
as the Singing of Mermaids, and 


wholc 
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whoſe abominable Wickedneſs 


makes them 1 ble with irs 

. A Spirit of diſcerning is 
a Gift, ſo few arc bleſſed with, 
that none bur the true Ele know 
how or what tro choole, none but 
they that arc truly Spiritual know 
how to try all things, and held fff 
that which © —__ :t Theſl. 5.2r. 

are not - omg Why {o 
many falſe Prophets, who raſh! 
—oM the Name of God ; boat 
themſclyes ro be the Diſpenſers of 
his Word, make it ferve their 
wicked ends, and explain it as the 
Devil did, when he was fo daring 
as to rempt the Son of God him- 
{clf, as he fill docs thoſe who 
make it their profeflion to follow 
him. 

XLIM. In ſhort, the Hurries 
and Intrigues of the World, are 
none of their Concerns ; they 
ſhght chem, and for that reaſon, 

H 4 arc 
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are ſlighted roo; Nay, they are 
not only vilified and contemned 
upon this account ; bur hated and 
perſecuted, as if their manner of 
Living,as well as their Belicf, was a 
Reproach ro thar of others. They 
do not willingly engage themſelves 
in any Party, unlicls the Service 
of God, or the Good of their own 
Country obliges them thereto : And 
if they are called ro any Ofhce or 
Dignity, tis not in their Nature to 
canvas, give bribes, or ule any 
undcrhand-dcalings ro obtain Mens 
Vores or Favours for it. Neither 
1s it their Practice to cncreaſe their 
Wealch to the prejudice of Faith 
and Charity. Thele Common 
Sayings, 7o get an Eſtate, To make 
the 5 Fortune, f, rai[: one's Family, arc 
none of their uſual Talk ; tho in- 
deed their Ambition may be ſaid ro 
be greater than that of others, foral- 


much as ao Worldly Grandeur = 
cr 
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ſer bounds ro ir. They are not 
ignorant what the lawful uſe 
of Things is, nor what Advanta- 
yn and Neceſſity allow 
them who are pollcſſed of Honours 
and great Places. But they donor 
underſtand, for whom they labour, 
who never grow weary of heapin 

up Riches, who rails fuch bigh 
ſtructures, underrake fo vaſt de- 
ſigns, that they can never expect 
to live long enough to fcc the end 
of them. They think no Man can 
be call'd Judicious or Rational, bur 
he that (criouſly applys himſelf ro 
the knowledge of his Suprcam 
Good ; and they look with pity 
upon the miſcrable Occupations of 
them that are as much ty's to the 
Earth, as if they had no Pretenſ(t- 
ons at all ro Heaven, They bc» 
hold with gricf and horror the mY 
{olence of rhole, who deny nothing 
ro their Senſes or Appceties, ad 
5 make 
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make no other uic of their Riches 
and Power, than to commir all 
manner of crimes, and ro tyranizc 
over their Neighbours with the 
more freevom an! impunity. They 
withcraw themic;ves,as tar as thcy 
can, from the converiation of the 
Wicked, and as they arc no flat- 
rerers, fo 1s their company tcts 
pleaſing ro others. Ticy cannot 
withour great reluQancy, be 
complailant to tuch whoic Man- 
ners arc dnpicaiing to tliem, of 
to give their approbation ro fo 
many Errors and V anincs. T hey 
Cannot admurec that whict (0d cons 
demas, nor afford a picalant look 
ro thoſe Obxcts that grieve thar 


Hearts. But norwwithliancing all 
hc CONT 214 UIICA.NGLS LCY 
fuffcr 10 UuS troubciume con 


mcrcoC., ana great J4\ Crim Iinny 
havc tor tiicic Unngs, ya IS TNRCIT 


ſeverity alway >» icls tan their Cha» 
rity, 
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rity. Undcr pretence of forſakin 
te World, —_ do not pars, 
their lawfu! Heirs, neither do they 
ſtrive to grow rich by the ruin of 
others; they know they ſhould 
be worle than Publicans, did they 
not take carc of their own Fams- 
lies, and thar, according to the 
Divine Rule, 7hey that wi m__ 
muſt net feed, 2. \ Thet {l.3.10. 
which account, Working = hon 
no leſs welcome, than the Day of 
Reit is Sacre! to them. Bur they 
arc fo far from minding nothing 
c:ſc bur their Terrporal Concerns, 
that thcy wiil ever and anon cry 
our «nth their Maker, Ls / comme, 
1 dilirht to do thy wil, O wy God, 
Piai 4 9. Ain chough thc C\ Ty © 
or ww languith mn ts Wort), as 
beu » OUT Ut ther ovno Ec ncener ; 
though they arc, as it were, alouc 
in the midit of a Mulcitucte, and 
as SITd7 T1 To 119107 Met birt Childrens 

though 
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though their Purity and Holineſs 
be accountcd Fooliſhnels, and ther 
Strength look'd upon as Weakneſs 
m them, yet that docs not give 
them the ſeaft troubic; they arc 
very little concerned to fee rhem- 
fclves Evil ſpoten of for nM doing, 
s Pet. 3. 17, ard to loſe thar 
Credit, provided they keep bur 
their Conſciences. 1 hey know 
very well that if they would bc 
Men-Pleaſcrs, they could not be 
God's Servants; I hat it is impoſlible 
to bclicve in hum, and at thc ſame 
time be fo cager in the purſuit of 
the glory of the World,wihich moit 
infallibly becomes bitter ro them, 
to whom Chrift begins to be Sweer. 
They are well aware, that this 
Life is but a Paſiage, a Place of 
Trial, or rathcr a Ficid of Larne, 
where ſuch as wil not fight ought 
to expect neitacr Honour nur Ke- 
ward. 

XJLVY, 
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XLIV. Now, how to reconcile 
the Learning of ſo many Doctors, 
with their obduration in this Cale, 
I am quite at a lols: I cannot 
Imagine how they can think of the 
Goſpel,and never think of their own 
Conſcience ; I am aſtoniſhed that 
ſo much Light as they have, ſhould 
not oblige them ro Know them» 
ſelves, and cry out, Certainly we 
are in Errer ; and owr Profrſſhon ®s 
wite contrary to that of Chriſt and 
I: Apoſtles. It ws Written, that all 
thoſe who will live godlily in Chrif 
Feſus ſhall ſuffer Periccution ; Wh:re 
u the Perſecution we ſuffer * We are 
the Darlines and Favourites of the 
World ; beth Prinits and cople 
are for us; We enjoy the pleaſures of 
the Earth, and our lot falls always in 
the b:ft place. If this be not the 
King4om of this World, pray tell me 
what 15 + © Shall we calt into this 
* account the Vows of Poverty, 
* Fallings, 


Fon 


—— 


158 A Diſcourſe of the 

* Faſtings, Auſterities, and Mor- 
« rifications of ſome of our own 
* Party * Bur fo far are they from 
«* being blamed, hated, or periecu- 
* red therefore, that they arc ho» 
* nourcd of Mcn, and fo receive 
* theirreward : And aftcr all, rhcic 
«* voluntary Afti;cions arc of Hu- 
* man Invention, and of the Na- 
* ture of thole concerning which 
* the Scripture thus expoſtu/artes 
« with Mcn, Who has required the c 
things at your hand? Wai.1tz. In- 
deed 1 am altoniſhed that the Pha» 
riſes of this Age do not fome- 
times retiect upon thele Marters, 
iince Aithchton 15 fo certainly an- 
ex'd to the Profcilion of Truc 
Ciuiitianiry, thac 1 Loubr whether 
thcy may be lai.l ro have oncc bc» 


54, to be Cirigans, who w.rc 
nc pedectitty, For if in fome 


Countries 1 ic W ord, the Beck 
ſing vi Hc.icn, which periwaps 
1a vurs 
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favours the zcal of forme Gene» 
ration, futters Religion to flouriſh, 
and ( as the Scripture ſpeaks ) 
pelſ fo the Gatces of ber E xeomuy, 
Gen. 22.17. and 2.4- 60S ; prelent- 
ly Abuics and !nioience, that are 
commonly the Attendants of Prof- 
pcerity, the Practices of the Devil 
and 1115S Emillaries, arc apt to a!- 
ecr and corrupt hcr, and iafpiec 
her with an emulation of Worldly 
Reingions, and 2 Contempt of her 
Prinutve Sumphaty. Would we 
have the Scrivants greater than 
their Maſicr, anc partake of his 
Countuiation and Cory, and not 
of ius Su..crings and Patience 
No, no, wGey nat 5a Joy in the 
malt of Sorrows, and be as a Rolc 
amoag tmnoras : Anuinc lame mult 
happen Lo wen as betcil J«j-p%, | 
who was mace greater by tus 
Exiic, and whole Eicvation was 
rom a Dungcon; and as 7u, 
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* Faſtings, Auſterities, and Mor- 
* rihcations of ſome of our own 
«* Party 2 Bur fo far are they from 
* being blamed, hated, or periccu- 
* red therefore, that they arc ho- 
« nourcd of Mcn, and fo reccive 
* theirreward : Ard aftcr all, rthcic 
«* voluntary Afti;ctions arc of Hu- 
* man Invcnrion, and of the Na- 
* ture of thoſe concerning which 
* the Scripture thus expoſtu/artcs 
« with Mcn, Who has 4 gong thele 
things at your h, nd > Na.1. 1 In- 
deed 1 am altoniſhcd that Bot Pha» 
riſces of this Age do not forme» 
times retiect upon thele Marters, 
iince Aithcton 15 fo certainly an- 
ncx'd to the Profcilon of Truc 
Ciuttianity, thac 1 doubt whether 
they may be fati.l to havc once be» 
T i to be Ciriicians, who were 
cr pcdeciiii,, tor if in fome 
Counties 1 0 \ ord, the Bet 
ſing vi Hin, which perwaps 
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favours the zcal of forme Gene« 
ration, futiers Religion to flouriſh, 
and ( as the Scripture fſpcaks ) 
peſſ-ſs the Gates of ber Enemies, 
Gen. 22.17. and 24.60; prelent- 
ly Abuics and Inloience, that are 
commonly thc Attendants of Prof- 
pcrity, the Practices of the Devil 
and 11'S Emillaries, arc apt to a;- 
ecr and corrupt hcr, and wlpiec 
lier with an emulation of Worldly 
Religions, and a Contempr of her 
Prinuuye Simphceity., Would we 
have the Scrivants greater than 
their Maſicr, anc partake of his 
(CC untoulation ani Gory, anc nor 
of is Su..crings and Particnce > 
No, no, Wey null 5.nt Joy in the 
m1Jit of Sorrows, ana bc as a Rotc 
amoag thorns : Anuine lame mult 
happen to them as betcit Tof-ps, | 
who was ma..c greater by tus 
Exiic, and whole Eicvation was : 
from a Dungeon ; and as Jv, 
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whoſe Youth was renew'd through 
Aﬀlition., They ought with 
St. Paul, to look upon it as a 
ſingular favour, That wnto them it 
s given in the behalf of Chiift, 
net only to believe on him, but alſo to 
ſuffer for his ſake, Ph.1.29. and (till 
think their ſufferings arc very ſmall 
in companion of what they hope 
for. Fſcpe and Charity are the in- 
ſeparable Companions of Faith ; 
all three rogether conſtitute a Be- 
liever, and arc the infallible Cha- 
raters by which he is known. 
I don't mcan that Faith that is 
obſcure, blind, weak and ſag- 
gering, Which depends upon Birth, 
Opimon, Cuſtom, and Tradition, 
which is always doubrtul and apt 
to be {candaliz'd at every thing, 
which docs not mortific the Attc- 
tions, nor forſake the World, is 
a {tranger to Self denial, and ſinks 
under Pcriecutons, 1 do not mean 
that 


Lv 


that Faith which docs not follow 
Chriſt bur for its own convenicnce, 
and which, of all his Miracles, 
chicfly eycs that which mulriply's 
the Loaves. Bur 1 ſpeak of a 
Faith that is clear, ccrtain, 
conſtant, which procceds from the 
Virtuc of the Holy Spirit, from 
the Word of Ercrnal Life, from 
Praycr and Humility ; which is 
not acquired but revealed, and 
which docs not. cnter the hearrs 
* of thole that have bur a Human 
Faich, I fpcak of thar Faith char 
rids us of the Cares of tranſitory 
things, that ravithes us into an 
admiration of the Divine Graces, 
that furpalics all hnman diſcourſe 
and reatoning, and engages us to 
glorine Him who gave it us, with 
groans that cannes be uttered, Rom. 
8. 26. 


WHICH 


C briflian Religion. 16z |} 


| 


162 A Diſcourſe of the 


V HICH Preciows Gift the 
FATHER of MERCIES 
vouchlafe ro us all through JE- 


SUS CHRDÞIT Our Lord. 


AMEN. 


